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EDITORIAL 
He Is Able—Now 


Many evangelicals have a form of pessimism 
which is both morbid and defeatist. They seem to 
forget that God is yet on His throne and that He 
is not limited in power or unwilling that a mighty 
revival should come. Ezekiel saw depressing sights 
when he saw the vision in the valley of dry bones. 


Was God able to revive those bones and restore 
to them flesh and blood? The message Ezekiel re- 
ceived was one of hope and of faith in the un- 
limited power of the Almighty. 


In like manner many liberals seem to live in 
a maze of foolish optimism; certainly of frantic 
endeavor; looking for a brave new world through 
the multiplication of activities, programs, co- 
operative movements, organizations and other man- 
made devices. 


We will all be wise to be still for a little while 
and regain our perspective. God is the Almighty 
Father. He has provided in His Son full redemp- 
tion for all who will accept His way of salvation— 
the way of His shed blood on Calvary. The plan 
of salvation is complete and_ it is absolutely 
efficacious. 


God is yet on His throne and He will in our 
own time send a mighty revival if we meet His 
conditions. Let us pray in faith and let us be very 
sure that we abide in His revealed will. God can 
send us the revival right now. Let us look up, not 
around us. Let us trust in God and not — 


—_———_@———_. 


The Continuing Church 
Committee 


A STATEMENT 


Ever since the meeting of the 1948 General As- 
sembly, at which a moratorium of five years was 
voted against agitation for union, there have come 
to this Committee repeated requests for a state- 
ment. 


soe 


The Continuing Church Committee was formed 
for a number of definite purposes, only one of 
which was opposition to the liquidation of our 
Southern Presbyterian Church by the proposed 
union with the Northern Church. It is our purpose 
to maintain the spirit and purpose of the mora- 
torium voted by the Assembly. 


We are in no way dedicated to the preservation 
of a sectional Church. Nor are we antagonistic to 
cooperative Christian enterprises as such. 


On the other hand we see the alarming tendency 
of some to belittle those doctrines which are the 
very heart of the Christian message and the 
further tendency to regard numbers and organi- 
zations of greater importance than these doctrines 
themselves. 


Underlying the issues facing the Church is the 
question of the absolute reliability and authority 
of the Bible. To a positive, scholarly and spiritual 
defense and proclamation of this faith we are 
unequivocally and wholeheartedly dedicated. 


More than anything else we recognize the need 
of a mighty Spirit-sent revival; a revival based on 
the recognition of sin, confession of sin and turn- 
ing away from sin, placing our entire trust in the 
atoning blood of Jesus Christ as our personal hope 
and the only hope of sinners the world over. 


We welcome every cooperative effort aimed at 
this goal, but we also believe that many coopera 
tive and ecumencial movements in the Church 
stem from a misapprehension as to the mission 
and message of the Church. We believe the Scrip- 
tures plainly teach that faith in the essential 
doctrines of Christianity is essential to successful 
Christian work and that lack of this faith, o 
ignoring of its importance, dooms our efforts to 
failure. We further believe that the ecclesiastical 
confusion of our day results from present trends by 
many, to deny or ignore those doctrines which 
have and will always be the very heart of the 
Christian message. 


We here reaffirm our promise to pray for the 
revival and to work daily to that end. 


We would call upon the governing Boards o 
our Seminaries and other Church institutions t 
re-examine the teaching and policies of the inst 
tutions for which they are responsible, reminding 
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them that only too often today they are sending 
out into Christian work men and women who at 
times seem more deeply concerned about the ele- 
vation of the social order, than the redemption, 
through the precious blood of Jesus Christ, of 
the souls of those who make up the social order. 


We would call upon our ministers to re-examine 
their own preaching, remembering that out of 
Christ all men are lost for eternity and that sal- 
vation comes solely by faith in Christ the eternal 
Son of God, and that this is the reason for and 
crowning glory of their ministry. 


We would call upon the members of our beloved 
Southern Presbyterian Church to examine their 
own personal lives, in the light of the Gospel 
whereby they are saved and the One who has 
saved them, seeking at all times to walk worthily 
of the name “Christian.” 


We would invite all who love the Lord to seek 
in every way to deepen the spiritual life of our 
Church, to the end that we may meet the obli- 
gations and enter into the opportunities which God 
has given us in this day of greatest need. 


Humbly and faithfully, 

Your Brothers in Christ. 

The Continuing Church .Committee 
Richardson Ayers, Chairman, 

H. B. Dendy, Secretary. 


——— 


A Familiar Strain 


Evangelical Christians can but regret some of 
the familiar patterns of Federal Council pro- 
nouncements carried over into those of the World 
Council. The secular press carried in detail the 
findings of the Amsterdam meeting with reference 
to communism and capitalism. “Time” reported, 
“The Amsterdam report then condemned com- 
munism and capitalism equally” and credits the 
aggressive leadership of Bishop Oxnam with push- 
ing through this statement. His “leftish social 
views” are mentioned along with his organizing 
and administrative abilities. 


The final reports of the Amsterdam Conference 
are yet to be issued but we have read some of 
the pessimistic and urgent addresses of those pres- 
ent and have yet to see a clear statement of his- 


torie Christian faith offered as the solution of the 
world’s ills. 


Bishop Oxnam stated that, “Our disunity is a 
denial of our Lord,” and then goes on to say, 
We cannot win the world for Christ with the 
tactics of a guerrilla warfare—this calls for gen- 
eral staff, grand strategy, and army. And this 
means union.” Since when did the cause of Christ 
epend on such methods? Unity is precious and 
_ cause of Christ has been retarded by lack of it, 
- the disunity which hurts is not that of various 
fnominations but the disunity caused by seeking 

iW mix belief and unbelief. Success in the work 
. the Lord is still dependent on the power of the 
oly Spirit not the form of an organization. 


iin our judgment the Church will truly suffer 
when it is directed by a “general staff” and 
.8rand strategy.” Too often the Christ of Calvary 
1's denied—His Sonship, His miraculous birth, His 
Den culous power, His vicarious atonement, His 
#odily resurrection and His coming again—these 


B 
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facts of His preexistance, incarnation, life and 
death are belittled. How possibly can there be a 
united Church except on the basis of a united 
faith? 


We reserve final judgment on the Council until 
we hear more of its official acts, but those reports 
which have come through the secular press have 
had much too much of the flavor of the Federal 
Council. Those who favor the Federal Council 
may find hope in this larger organization but if 
radical American leadership is to dominate the 
more conservative viewpoint of European Protes- 
tantism there seems to be little ground for 
optimism. —L.N.B. 


_——— 


Oxnam, Theatre Censorship, 
And The World Council 


Life Magazine, issue of September 13, 1948, 
states that U.S. Methodist Bishop Bromley Oxnam 
was elected a President of the new World Coun- 
cil of Churches, meeting in August in Amsterdam. 


Time Magazine, issue of the same date, has 
Bishop Oxnam’s picture on its cover, and under 
its section entitled “Religion” says: “For a Meth- 
odist prelate, Oxnam has two unusual hobbies; 
the theater and art. He and his wife go to every 
play they can and have a good collection of paint- 
ings (mostly of the Barbizon school), including a 
Sargent and a Sir Joshua Reynolds: Girl With A 
Bird. When the mayor of Omaha tried to censor 
some profanity from the Lunt-Fontanne produc- 
tion of Idiot’s Delight, Oxnam got him to drop the 
attempt, declaring: ‘Censorship is more dangerous 
than an occasional realistic line. If the mayor de- 
cides to remain in politics may I suggest a theme 
song for his coming campaign: ‘Every little Damma 
must be taken from our drama.’ Censorship is, in 
fact, ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ ” 


If the great John Wesley could read that para- 
graph about a bishop in the denomination which he 
founded, he would probably turn over in his grave 
and give a snort which could be heard in every 
nook and cranny in England. 


There are any number of Christian laymen (in- 
cluding the writer) who have long ago decided 
that the present-day stage and moving picture the- 
aters are not places to which Christ would “wave 
them go, and they have ceased to patronize those 
places for Christ’s sake. 


It certainly does not help the cause of Christ 
in a community for the ministers, by their atten- 
dance at these places, to imply their approval of 
those forms of amusement which many spiritually 
minded laymen find unfit for Christians. 


For a minister not only to go to every play 
he can, but also to remark: “Censorship is more 
dangerous than an occasional realistic line’—this 
must give us pause. The “occasional realistic line” 
in many of the present-day plays very often has 
the actor brazenly take the name of Almighty God 
in vain, and some of the realism in these lines is 
more fit for the cesspool than for the human mind. 
It has been remarked that if profanity and in- 
decency were taken from the language of many of 
our so-called successful dramatists and scenario 
writers of today, they would be vocabulary bank- 
rupts. 
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In an effort to stem this tide of profanity and 
moral filth on stage and screen, earnest, decent 
people (some of them not even Christians) have 
insisted on the use of censorship for the public’s 
protection. Instead of supporting such people in 
their efforts toward decency, Bishop Oxnam, for- 
mer President of the Federal Council of Churches, 
remarks of their endeavor: “Censorship is, in fact, 
‘Idiot’s Delight.’ ” 


No comment on such a remark is needed. Res 
ipsa loquitur. 


It would be bad enough, in this writer’s opinion, 
to have a minister with such a viewpoint as pastor 
of your church; it is still worse that he should have 
been chosen in 1944—of all the ministers in 
America!—to be President of the Federal Coun- 
ceil of Churches; it is worst of all that in 1948 
he should be elected a President of the newly- 
founded World Council of Churches. 


If men of this type are being elected Presi- 
dents of the new World Council of Churches, then 
one can have very little confidence in the future 
of the World Council of Churches. 

—Chalmers W. Alexander. 


—_——@———— 


The World Council In Its Faith 
By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal has already 
been very gracious in the space allowed the re- 
porter. If the good editor’s space and patience hold 
out, the writer will offer an estimate of the First 
Assembly of the World Council in its faith, in its 
fellowship, and in its findings. Faith is first and 
fundamental and final—therefore, this first article 
deals with faith. 


Under the blessing of God’s grace, the first as- 
sembly of the World Council magnified the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Europe has fallen to pieces, socially, 
politically, economically. But this Assembly of 
Churches witnessed to the Saviour Who is great 
enough and gracious enough to gather up the broken 
fragments that nothing be lost. 


The World Council invites into its membership 
only those Churches that accept Jesus Christ as 
God and Saviour and every effort to modify this 
formula was rejected. In the last meetings the 
Bishop of Edinburgh amended the Message and 
the Witness of the Church in order to re-assert 
this formiffation of the faith. Both Visser ’t Hooft 
and Mott insist that the affirmation of the Deity 
of Christ contained in the present basis must not 
be weakened. And this insistence was not limited to 
officers. It rang out in thé addresses, in the con- 
ferences, and in the committees from men who 
had been through the fires and found Christ 
true. When Bishop Burggrav of Norway intro- 
duced the Council’s Message and then called on 
Bishop Newbigin of India to read it in English, 
Professor Pierre Maury to read it in French, and 
Pastor M. Niemoeller to read it in German—I 
breathed a sigh of relief and of gratitude. A 
message presented by these four believers could 
only be a message of faith. As the last three 
read the message at the same time, every man 
heard them glorifying God in his own tongue, thus: 


“The world is in the hands of the living God 
. . . in Christ Jesus, His incarnate Word, Who 
lived and died and rose from the dead. God has 








broken the power of evil once for all, and opens 
to everyone the gate into freedom and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. The final judgment . . . is the judg. 
ment of the merciful Christ, and the end of history 
will be the triumph of His Kingdom. We are met 
to call all men to believe in Christ, to hope for 
His coming, and to live in His love.” 


Similarly, when President John R. Mackay rose 
to read the witness of the Church we took courage, 
As intimated, the Bishop of Edinburgh wrote into 
this that we worship the same Lord Jesus Christ 
as God and Saviour while at the request of the 
German delegates Dr. Mackay changed a phrase 
about the Church entering redemptively into the 
current world into a statement that the Church 
enters “as the minister of the redemption wrought 
by Jesus Christ.” In an earlier draft the witness 
began: “Jesus Christ is risen and is alive today”; 
and this sense of our Lord’s victorious Resurrec- 
tion and living reality permeates the final draft. 
The purpose of God is “manifest in Jesus Christ 
—His incarnation, His ministry of service, His 
death on the Cross, His resurrection and ascension, 
in the gift of the Holy Spirit, in the abiding pres- 
ence of Christ with His Church... in the gather- 
ing together of all things in Christ.” 


In the report on the Church in God’s Design 
there is this fine assertion: “We all believe that 
the Church is God’s gift to men for the sal- 
vation of the world; that the saving acts of God 
in Jesus Christ brought the Church into being; 
that the Church persists in continuity throughout 
history throughout the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit.” The Church is “waiting for the con- 
summation when Christ shall come again in the 
fullness of His glory and power.” 


The Christian approach to the Jews is not a 
mere series of platitudes on neighborliness. It is 
a ringing call to evangelize the heirs of the 
promise. In humble conviction we have to proclaim 
to the Jews “the Messiah for whom you wait 
has come,” the promise to Israel has been fulfilled 
by the coming of Jesus Christ. 


And that brings us to the fact that the faith 
expressed at the First Assembly was not a matter 
of theory. It called for whole-hearted life com- 
mitted to the living Lord Jesus Christ. In concrete 
tests one must decide for Him. The Council has 
established at the Chateau de Bossey an institute 
for training laymen to think out and live out the 
implications of being Christian in their respective 
callings. Mackay insisted that the Church was 
taking a notable step forward in _ recognizing 
evangelism as the common task of all the Churches. 
“The total Church for the total task of world 
missions” was the challenging slogan. Missions has 
made possible an ecumenical church; therefore the 
World Council is in duty obligated to promote 
missions. 


There were theological liberals, some in high 
places in the First Assembly of the World Cout- 
cil but Christ was proclaimed and therein we Te 
joice and will rejoice. In her crisis Europe has lost 
confidence in man and her churches are turning 
to God in Christ. What about America? Will we 
have to be shaken to pieces before we realize: 
other foundation can no man lay than that which 
is laid which is Jesus Christ? 


In one of the outstanding addresses to the 
plenary session of the First Assembly the Chris 
tian faith is thus expressed: 
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“But the Body of Christ consists of such men 
as, each in his place, each in his way, have put 
their whole hope and trust exclusively in Christ 
Himself; in His accomplished work of reconcili- 
ation on the Cross; in His Resurrection as the 
sign of the new age which in Him has already 
broken through, in His Holy Spirit whereby he 
comforts His tempted community and rules and 
overrules the world for good, quite differently 
and far better than we could—and finally in His 
second coming in glory whereby the redemption 
He has accomplished for the whole creation will 
be made gloriously manifest.” 


In theology the ecumencial movement has tended 
to center interest upon Christ and His Church 
rather than on the sundry religions of the world 
and their several histories and comparative values. 
This change from the history of religions to the 
theology of the Word, from religion to the Lord 
Jesus Christ is the great forward step of the last 
half century in World Christianity. At the Jeru- 
salem Council the theme was the value of non- 
Christian religions. At Amsterdam we were look- 
ing unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith. 


—_——.@—_—_. 


Brunner Defends Capitalism 
And Opposes Stateism 


Speaking to the Plenary Assembly of the World 
Council, Monday evening, August 30th, Professor 
Emil Brunner made the most vigorous defense of 
capitalism as it now exists in the Western de- 
mocracies I have heard on this side of the Atlantic. 
Brunner’s thesis is that depersonalization is the 
great threat to human personality. Absolute capital- 
istic control has been such a threat. But three fac- 
tors have worked together to modify irresponsible 
capitalism, namely: the labor unions, state legis- 
lation, and growing insight amongst the capitalists 
themselves that they are responsible to the public 
welfare. To this list might be added public opinion. 
Thus capitalism was tamed to a much higher de- 
gree than most people are aware of. On the other 
hand the state is the largest and most depersonal- 
ized institution. Thus every increase of state man- 
agement promotes this impersonal social mech- 
anism, and moves toward totalitarianism. At one 
point Brunner’s able address has been challenged. 
He said: “The church is bound to postulate two 
things unconditionally, social justice and absolute 
negation of totalitarianism as implied in state 
socialism.” The question is asked as to whether 


the Church has an absolute relation to anything 
except God. 


Although Reinhold Niebuhr had described his 
committee as “left of center,” his address was a 
realistic appeal for “tolerable justice.”” He con- 
demned the liberal and the evolutionary views of 
sin as superficial illusions. Instead he finds the cor- 
ruption of man in his will, growing with man’s very 
freedom and power. Karl Marx was wrong in as- 
suming that the abolition of poverty would bring 
im a sinless world. Instead this alternate to capital- 
ism has proved so much worse than the errors it 
was designed to cure that it is to be rejected. One 
must distinguish in the address of Dr. Joseph 
Hromandka when he is speaking as a man of God 
to the children of God and when he is speaking as 
an Eastern politician criticising the Western sys- 
tem. By faith in Christ meaninglessness is turned 
into meaning. His love is the final norm for life. 
One needs also to live under the sense of judg- 
ment. We may not be able to save our cities from 
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destruction by bomb or germs. The other day 
Bishop Hartenstein of Germany pointed out to 
our discussion group that God is not mocked. When 
a nation rejected God and set up another in God’s 
place, God did not wait a century or a generation. 
He executed judgment upon that nation in twelve 
(12) years. 


God offered to save Sodom and Gomorrah if 
Abraham could find a certain number of righteous 
there. How is it with us and our cities? God desires 
not our perdition but that we turn from our wicked 
ways to Christ who conquered darkness, sin, and 
death in His cross and resurrection. 


The women of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States and the fine work they have been 
doing in the auxiliary organizations received 
significant recognition in the election of Mrs. C. 
S. Harrington as a member of the Central Com- 
mittee of the World Council. All of this commit- 
tee except about a dozen are ministers, and Mrs. 
Harrington is one of the very few ladies on the 
Committee. We congratulate the president of the 
Woman’s Work of our Assembly and assure the 
Church that the honor was received with becoming 
diffidence and modesty. —Wm. C.R 

—_——. 


Wisdom In Reading 


In the Book of Ecclesiastes the Preacher com- 
plains, “Of making many books there is no end; 
and much study is a weariness of the flesh” 
(Eccles. 12:12, A.S.V.). That complaint was made 
long before the invention of printing. Were the 
Preacher of old with us today, he would share our 
bewilderment in deciding what to read. 


Few Christians, preachers not excepted, have 
much time for reading in this activistic day. There- 
fore, a wise discrimination is necessary so that 
golden moments are not turned into dross by perus- 
ing trivial and third-rate literature. 


Regular reading of the Bible is of chief im- 
portance. This is the best literature in the world. 
It is the most uplifting and enobling. Its truth, 
received into the heart, saves and sanctifies. 


Other kinds of reading are important. Fifteen 
minutes a day with a newspaper and an hour a 
week with a good newsmagazine should keep one 
abreast of current events. The Christian should 
know what is going on in the world. Otherwise he 
cannot live, converse or pray intelligently. 


Then there are the best books. Here no one 
can judge but the reader himself as to what 
books are most helpful to him. But sur-*: “>re 
should be a balance between the present and the 
past. Perhaps one book of the prescat to two or 
three of the past is a good balance. Also, the real 
and the historical should definitely be preferred 
to the fictional. In this connection Christian 
biography should have a high place. 


Developments and trends in the Church ought 
to be followed carefully by the wise reader. Herein 
is the value of a good Church paper. By it the 
reader is kept informed so that he may have 
a large interest in the Kingdom of God. 


We commend wholeheartedly The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal. The purpose of the paper 
is to state and spread the truth as it is found in 
Christ Jesus, to combat sin and error, and to en- 
lighten the members of our denomination in regard 
to the best interests and causes of the Church. 
Now that Church Paper Week is upon us, let us 
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renew our subscriptions and encourage others to 
subscribe. One good way to interest others in 
The Journal is to pass on copies to them. We feel 
emphatically that there is in the pages of The 
Journal a voice that needs to be heard widely in the 
Church. —C. N. W., III. 





CHURCH PAPER WEEK 


Church Paper Week, designated by the General 
Assembly as October 10-17, 1948, is just around 
the corner! Will it have meaning for you? Neatly 
stacked on a table in the living room of your home 
are probably the most recent issues of several of 
the popular magazines—The Readers’ Digest, Better 
Homes and Gardens, The Post, Time. Each touches 
on phases of our every day living, which is built 
around association at home, in the church, in the 
community and even with the world. In the above 
magazines you have information about building the 
home, the community, the world, but what about 
your Church. Is your reading diet well balanced? 
Is there somewhere within your reach information 
regarding your Church—how you can help to build 
it, what others are doing that it might grow? 
Do you know that God is at work in the life of the 
Church today, and that it is making progress even 
as the scientists of our day are doing? Through 
your church papers you will become informed 
about your Church, its leaders, its progress. 


Church Paper Week is set aside that our Church 
membership might be informed about our Church 
papers. Borrow a copy of each of them from a sub- 
scriber, or pass on the copy which you have that 
others might note its value. Renew your old sub- 
scription promptly. If you are an_ enthusiastic 
reader you will solicit new subscriptions. Inquire 
about your Church papers and talk about them to 
others who may be interested. “Church papers 
make informed Church members. Informed church 
members build the Church. Subscribe to a Church 
paper” today. 


Write for free sample copies of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal. 
—— 


Divinely Directed 
Discrimination 


“And this I pray, that your love may abound 
yet more and more in_knowledge and in all 
judgment; that ye may approve things that 
are excellent; that ye may be sincere and 
without offence till the day of Christ; being 
fi -..with the fruits of righteousness, which 
are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise 
of God.” Philippians 1:9-11. 


As pivotal here for our thought we select the 
phrase in verse 10 “That ye may approve things 
that are excellent.’”’ There are three revealing trans- 
lations of this phrase of which the above is the 
climax. First Weymouth arrests our attention by 
this: TESTING THINGS THAT DIFFER. Life’s 
safety and progress are wrapped up with this 
process. The Doctor in making his diagnosis must 
be able to distinguish the difference between symp- 
toms that seem identical to us. Shades of differ- 
ence can be vastly significant to the wise physician. 
The pharmacist would have many deaths upon 
his hands if all white powders were the same to 
him. He must test things that differ. How clear 
the application of this power to distinguish is, in 
things spiritual! If the Evil One simulates an angel 


of light; if there is the black, the gray and the 
white; if the tares and the wheat must grow to. 
gether till the harvest; our souls must be alerted 
we must avail of Divine light and wisdom and 
test things that differ. 


Second, Moffatt in his translation makes a con- 
tribution. He renders this phrase; HAVE A SENSE 
OF WHAT IS VITAL. Often when we discover 
a difference in life’s values we do not know which 
one is important, right, vital. The power to weigh, 
to appraise life, to have the “feel” of things, comes 
from the inner spirit of us. Only he who has coun- 
selled with God can know the things of God and 
their supreme value. We listen to a confusion of 
calls. We need to tune out every voice but His, 
We need to say, “speak Lord, for Thy servant 
heareth.” We need to believe that God knows, that 
God is always right, that God’s choice for us is 
always best. In Him and in Him alone we can 
have a sense of what is vital. Thus we are delivered 
from anchoring our bark to a floating dock. Life 
is largely a matter of emphasis; and if the weight 
of our life is on the wrong side the issue is tragic. 
Life is a mosaic of choices; how vital that they 


shall be made with a clear sense of their true 
value! 


Third, we have the Authorized Version, the 
King James version so well beloved, and its con- 
tribution is the climax. Here Paul appeals to the 
will: APPROVE THINGS THAT ARE EXCEL- 
LENT. He asks us to set our seals to the BEST. 
No second choices or “good-enoughs’ are suitable 
for the Christian, the Son of God. God wants all 
our days spent on His way for our feet; no lost 
motion, no depressing detours back to the King’s 
Highway. Seen on a bargain counter; “slightly 
soiled, therefore greatly reduced in value.” We 
are to approve things that are excellent. On a 
shelf in a book store this sign; “Dirt, cheap” We 
are to approve only the things that are excellent. 
Hear Paul calling through the Holy Spirit in II 
Cor. 6:17-18: “Wherefore come out from amon 
them and be ye separate, saith the Lord, an 
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive 
you and be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 


And what are the issues of the DISCRIMINA- 
TION? A transparent character, “Sincere and with- 
out offence’: A harvest blessed and approved, 
“Fruits of righteousness’: And a share in that 
which brings “Glory and praise” to our God. 

—S.MPH.G. 





Horn-Blowing 


Doubtless horn-blowing is an ancient custom. 
Some of this activity is carried on in worship; 
some in warship; much is for foolishness, pride, or 
pomp; and some is on account of just sheer cussed- 
ness. From ramshorn to Klaxon and the latest 
models is a long jump: they cause long jumps too. 
If some folk were as long on courtesy as they are 
— on the horn-button, this would be a less noisy 
world. 


Horns are for warning: horns are for merriment: 
horns are for music and fun. Some are blown pur- 
posely; some accidentally. The statement is hardly 
an exaggeration that the shortest measure of time 
is that between the change of red to green light, 
and the impudent horn of the car just behind you. 
Some folk are really in a hurry. 
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Some use horns instead of brakes; some instead 
of brains; some to show their impatience; and some, 
their venom. A good deal of free correction and 
reproof are furnished by horning motorists, which 
brings the thought that there are horns that snarl; 
there are that say bad words; there are that toot 
gently; and there are that just plain swear. Especi- 
ally when a fellow is stuck, to his great embarrass- 
ment, or when there is a traffic jam, much blaring 
and screaming of horns serve to administer the 
proper chastisement or to clear the congestion im- 
mediately. 


A good driver rarely blows the horn on his auto. 
He understands that it may serve to confuse others 
especially in a crowded street. He sees how impolite 
it is when others blow horns as it were in his ears. 
He is as polite in his car on the horn-blow as he is 
on his feet at the sidewalk: here is quite a test of 
gentility. Some horns are blown by wind; some by 
electricity; but by far the most are blown by ignor- 
ance or by selfishness. —R.F.G. 

—_—_~__— 


The Christ Of The 
Old Testament 


“We have found Him, of whom Moses in the 
law, and the prophets, did write.” Philip - John 
1:45. 


A recent writer has said: “The religious lead- 
ers of Christ’s time wanted the Old Testament 
without Christ—while the modernist leader of 
today wants Christ without His Old Testament.” 


Bishop Ryle wrote: “Christ is the sum and sub- 
stance of the Old /Testament.” 


It is a fact that true Christianity. cannot separate 
the Old Testament from the New, an understand- 
ing of the one being necessary to a full under- 
standing of the other. 


When Christ preached from the “Scriptures” He 
was using the Old Testament. The story of the 
rich man and Lazarus ends with these words: 
“If they hear not Moses and the prophets neither 
will they be persuaded though one rose from the 
dead.” Not only does our Lord authenticate Moses 
and the prophets but He appears to give also a 
prophetic reference to His own coming resurrec- 
tion from the dead and its connection with the 
completed gospel of redemption. 


On the road to Emmaus Christ spoke these words 
to His bewildered companion: “O fools, and slow 
of heart to believe in all that the prophets have 
spoken! ought not Christ to have suffered these 
things, and to enter into His glory? And beginning 
at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto 
them in all the scriptures the things concerning 
Himself.” Where was His source material? In the 
scriptures of the Old Testament. 


About forty times we find these words or their 
equivalent, in the New Testament—“That it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken..... tg 
_ Why did Jesus say to Philip, “Follow Me?” Was 
it not because Philip knew the Old Testament 
record and believed its promises and its prophecies? 
Was he not looking for the Messiah and did he 
not believe the time of His coming to be near? 


Christ was the “Seed of the woman” of Genesis 
3, the “Seed of Abraham” of Gensis 12, the “Seed 


of Sarah of Genesis 17, the “Seed of Isaac and 
Rebecca of Genesis 24 and of the tribe of Judah 
referred to in Genesis 49. 


Of Him Noah’s ark was a type. Of Him Joseph 
was a type. He was the prophet “Like unto Moses” 
whom the Lord promised to send. 


To Him every sacrifice pointed. Of Him every 
high priest was a type. Of Him the tabernacle was 


a shadow. Of Him every judge and deliverer of 
Israel was a figure. 


He was the King of the House of David who 
came both as David’s son and also his Lord. He 
was the anointed one referred to in the Second 
Psalm and Psalms sixteen and twenty-two speak 
of Him in prophetic note. 


He was the Son of the virgin, foretold by Isaiah 
and the One about whom the prophet wrote: “His 
name shall be called Wonderful, Councellor, Al- 
mighty God, The Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace.’”’ He was the “Corner Stone” about whom 
Isaiah prophesied: “‘Behold I lay in Zion a foun- 
dation, a stone, a tried stone, a sure foundation.” 


Isaiah further spoke of Him as “Servant,” “Light 
of the Gentiles,” the humiliated One of Israel. He 
was the “marred One,” the sacrifice foretold in 
Chapter fifty-three. He was the One referred to 
in Chapter sixty-one which Christ spoke of as being 
partially fulfilled that day in the synagogue in 
Nazareth. 


Jeremiah wrote of Him as the “Righteous 
Branch.” Ezekiel prophesied of the One who 
“Will overturn, overturn, overturn it: and it shall 
be no more until He comes whose right it is; and 
I will give it Him.” Ezekiel also speaks of Him 
as the “True Shepherd.” 


He was the Messenger of the Covenant, promised 
by Malachi, the Messiah who, according to Daniel, 
was to be cut off, although not for Himself. He 
was the babe to be born in Bethlehem as foretold 
by Micah. He was the “Desire of all Nations” of 
Haggai and the rider on the asses colt foretold by 
Zechariah who also foresaw His being sold for thirty 
pieces of silver and again spoke of Him as the 
“smitten Shepherd.” 


He was the God-sent Messenger who was to sud- 


denly appear in His Temple as prophesied by 
Malachi. 


Philip recognized Christ as the Messiah. How 
much greater are our privileges and blessings. 
True, we have the same Holy Spirit to reveal Him 
to us. But, we have also the record of xis life, 
His death, His resurrection, His ascension and the 
complete unfolding of His redemptive work in the 
epistles and the Revelation. 


The Christ of the Old Testament and the Christ 
of the New are One. Blessed are those who 
recognize and serve Him as such. —L.N.B. 


—_>———__ 


Perfect Patience 


“Patience is willing to wait,” Christian was told 
in the House of the interpreter. 


Yes, patience is willing to wait, and Perfect 
Patience is Waiting for God. 


Waiting for God to carry out His plans. He 
has a very definite purpose for this world He has 
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created, we may be sure of that; He does nothing 
haphazard. That purpose is to bring all things to 
a glorious consummation in Christ. We see a 
magnificent picture of this in the last book of the 
Bible. It seems a long time to us between Cre- 
ation and the Cross; and then between the Cross 
and His coming again in clouds of glory. But a 
thousand years is but a day with Him. Even the 
souls of those under the altar seem a little im- 
patient as they cry, “How Long!” 


Waiting for God to execute His judgments. 
Why do the wicked prosper? is a very old and per- 
plexing question: it troubled the Psalmist; it 
troubles us today. But God has executed many 
preliminary judgments. He patiently waits for 
men to repent, and then at last His just judg- 
ments come. Wickedness is rampant in our day. 
“There were giants in those days’—those days be- 
fore the flood, and there are giants today. Evil 
is on a large scale; sin is committed wholesale. 
But this will not always be the case; the “man of 
sin’ will be smitten, and the “men of sin” de- 
stroyed. Judgment is always “His strange act.’’ He 
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should come to repentance. He is giving the world 
a splendid chance to repent, for the Gospel js 
being proclaimed in ways unheard of before oy, 
time. The waves of the air are carrying the 
messages so that all can hear and heed. 


Waiting for God to keep His promises. He 4]. 
ways keeps His promises but not always just when 
and how we expect, and He always does more 
than He promises. His word is full of exceeding 
great and precious promises. Many of these have 
been gloriously and perfectly fulfilled. Can we fo; 
a moment doubt that the rest of them will be a; 
thoroughly kept? In the fullness of time we will 
see the complete fulfillment of all that which 
He has promised to the world, to the Church, to 
us as His children. 


May God give us the patience to wait; to wait. 
and not worry; to wait, and to work. 


Perfect patience is simply waiting for God, 
trusting Him. Perfect patience will make us very 
happy; very humble; very quiet; very obedient. It 
will make us good witnesses of Him, for it will 
show the world that we really trust Him.—J.K.P. 





Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 





Home Mission Material 
You May Have 


1. Thirty Years in The Heart of America—the 
story of the Italian Mission in Kansas City, Mo. 


2. By Their Fruits, Know Them—the story of 
the work of Ybor City Church, Tampa, Fla. 


3. Day by Day at “Pres-Mex” School—pictures 
tell their story. 


4. New Churches—Examples of effective plan- 
ning for Church Extension. 


5. Beechtree Advances—the story of an Indian 
church. 


6. Training Future Leaders at O. P. C.—Sketches 
of important people at Oklahoma Presbyterian 
College. 


7. Acts of a Mining Flock—‘‘Where do they go?” 
-—This-tells where some of the “flock” have gone, 
and what they are doing in the work of the King- 
dom. 


8. “Polished Stones” for the Temple of God— 
Human interest stories from the mountains. 


9. Tex-Mex Spirit Stands the Test!—A young 
man’s account of his own experience at our school 
for Mexican boys. 


10. Trying That Succeeded—Alexander Bartus, 
minister to the Hungarian settlement Albany, La. 


11. Fifty Facts—Questions and answers about 
Home Missions. 


12. The Kentucky Mountains—How to get there, 
and what you may find. 








13. ‘“‘What is Tex-Mex?’ — An authoritative 
answer to a proper question. 


14. Opportunity is Near—A hand book on As 
sembly’s Home Missions. 


15. A Teacher’s Guide for presenting “On Our 
Own Door Step.’ 


16. Suggestions on observing the week of prayer 
and self-denial. 


All this material is free and will be sent in 
limited quantities on request. 


Order from the Educational Department, Execv- 
tive Committee of Home Missions, 605 Henry 
Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Ga. 


The study book for Adults and Youth groups is 
“On Our Own Door Steps,” by Frank Meade,—9 
cents, from Presbyterian Book Stores, 8 North 
Sixth Street, Richmond 9, Virginia, or Box 1920, 
Dallas 1, Tex. 


——_—_-—-————. 


A Personal Testimony 


Note: This is the first of a series of testimonies 
from women who attended the Personal Witnessing 
class, led by Dr. Cecil Thompson in the Woman's 
Training School at Montreat last summer. 


Although I have been a Christian since girlhood, 
have been a Church member, the wife of a Pres 
byterian Elder, president of the work of The 
Women of my Church, have taught an adult Bible 
class and served on the Synodical Board, I have 
after 55 years of life suddenly awakened to the 
fact that I have not taken my responsibility as 4 
saved sinner seriously. I had not tried to point 
others to my Saviour. I had been healed by the 
Great Physician, but had not recommended my 

(Continued on Page 25) 
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The Government Of The Southern 
Presbyterian Church 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
Concord, N. C. 


From the Seriptures we derive our Government 
as follows: 


1. For the first principle upon which our gov- 
ernment is based, we find there was a plurality of 
elders in the churches founded by the inspired 
Apostles. Paul and Barnabas on their first mis- 
sionary journey visited and preached in the cities 
of Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe, on the 
continent of Asia Minor, now in modern Turkey. 
Then they doubled back from Derbe, through 
Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, “confirming the 
souls of the disciples and ordaining elders in 
every church.” Paul wrote to Titus, a young 
minister: “For this cause left I thee in Crete that 
thou shouldst set in order the things that are 
wanting and ordain elders in every city as I had 
appointed thee.’””’ While he was waiting at Miletus 
on the boat to go to Jerusalem, he called for the 
elders of Ephesus and delivered a farewell charge 
to them. He writes both Timothy and Titus giving 
them the qualifications for elders and deacons 
in the church. A plurality of Elders in the local 
church elected by the people is the first principle 
of Presbyterianism. We certainly do not find any 
one man rule in the churches of the New Testa- 
ment. This form of government was found in the 
Jewish Synagogue, that was governed by elders. 

2. The second principle of Presbyterianism is 
that these elders in the local church are of equal 
rank and authority. Paul gives the same qualifi- 
cations for all of these elders, in writing Timothy 
and Titus. He makes no distinction there. In his 
farewell charge to the elders of Ephesus he places 
equal responsibility upon each of them for the 
spiritual welfare of the church. It is true that the 
word bishop is used, as well as elder. But the con- 
nection shows the words were used to mean the 
same office, for they were used interchangeably. 
The word elder emphasizes the duty of ruling 
in the church, while the word bishop emphasizes 
the taking of the spiritual oversight of the church. 
Paul in his charge to the elders of Ephesus said. 
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves and to all 
the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made 
you overseers, to feed the flock of God which he 
hath purchased with His own blood.” The word 
translated overseers is the Greek word episcopoi 
and it means bishops and our word episcopal 
comes from it. The word translated feed means 
to feed as a shepherd feeds his flock. To shepherd 
a flock means the same thing as to be a pastor. 
So then these elders were to take the spiritual 
oversight of the church and to be pastors to the 
people. There is certainly no bishop over an elder 
In the New Testament and the words are used 
one for the other, as they mean the same officer. 


3. The third principle of Presbyterian govern- 
ment, derived from the Scriptures, is that while 
the presbyters, or elders, or bishops are of the 
Same rank and authority and are all elected by 
the people yet there are two classes: Paul writes 
to Timothy, in Timothy 5:17, “Let the elders that 
rule Well be counted worthy of double honor 
especially they who labor in word and doctrine.” 


Here are two classes of elders—some who ruled 
well, and others in addition to ruling well labored 
in word and doctrine, Here we make the distinc- 
tion between ruling elders and teaching or preach- 
ing elders. The pastor of the church is primarily 
an elder elected by the people to serve in that 
particular church just as the ruling elders are. 
No man can be an elder or a pastor of a Presby- 
terian church unless he has been elected by the 
people. The distinction between Ruling Elders and 
Preaching Elders is a Scriptural distinction. I 
hate the words clergyman and laymen. They are 
Roman Catholic words and are not in any sense 
Scriptural. They put the priest over the people in- 
stead of being elected by them and they do away 
with the Ruling Elder. There are other denomina- 
tions that follow the Roman Catholics in their 
form of government to some extent, and they 
have no Scriptural authority for their form of 
government. 


We train men to preach the gospel, we qualify 
them to do their work and require them to devote 
themselves to the preaching of the word and to 
the spiritual interests of the church. 


In order to have an educated ministry our 
church must maintain our colleges and semi- 
naries, and that requires a great deal of money 
and able and scholarly men to man these insti- 
tutions of learning. In order for a minister or a 
pastor to devote all his time to the service of the 
church, the church must provide for his support. 
He can not devote all his time to the work of 
the church and make his living too. Here too we 
have the authority of the Scriptures. “Do you not 
know that they who minister about holy things live 
of the things of the temple? And they that wait at 
the altar are partakers with the altar? Even so 
hath the Lord ordained that they who preach the 
gospel should live of the gospel.” Our church not 
only provides a living for its pastors, evangelists, 
and teachers during the active years of their lives 
but makes some provision for their care in their 
declining years. The tribe of Levi was set apart 
to the Lord’s service to minister about the temple, 
to be the religious leaders and teachers. of ihe 
people. They received no allotted land as did the 
other tribes, but were scattered among all the 
tribes of Israel. And in Deut. 12:19, Moses com- 
manded: “Take heed unto thyself that thou for- 
sake not the Levite as long as thou livest upon the 
earth.” So our church has its Minister’s Annuity 
and Ministerial Relief for the declining years 
of its aged ministers. 


4. The fourth principle of Presbyterianism is 
a series of church courts, beginning with the 
Session in the local church, composed of the pastor 
and ruling elders, the presbytery, the synod, and 
the General Assembly. These are courts of ap- 
peal, of review and control, and of the administra- 
tion of affairs of the church as a whole. We get 
the Scriptural warrant for this in the 15th. chap- 
ter of the Acts of the Apostles. Paul and Barna- 
bas preaching at Antioch in Syria. This was a 
Gentile city and in the church there were both 
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Jews and Gentiles. Some of the Jews contended 
that all the Gentile Christians should conform to 
the rites and ceremonies of the Jewish church or 
they could not be admitted to the Christian church. 
In other words they wanted to make Christianity 
a mere sect of the Jews. So Paul and Barnabas and 
a few others proposed to go to Jerusalem to con- 
fer with the Apostles and Elders about this whole 
matter. So with the consent of the local church, 
they appealed the case to the Apostles and Eld- 
ers. Here we find the principle of an appeal from 
a lower to higher court. In that chapter the ex- 
pression, “The Apostles and Elders” occurs over 
and over. Neither one is mentioned without the 
other. The Apostles of our Lord did not claim 
any authority over the Elders but treated them 
as equals in honor and responsibility. Bishops 
who claim to be successors of the Apostles, do 
not hesitate to “lord it over God’s heritage,” but 
the inspired Apostles did not do so. Even Peter 
did not claim any superiority over the Elders. But 
said, in one of his Epistles, “The Elders which 
are among you I exhort, who am also an Elder. 
The Romish Church claims that Peter was the 
first Pope, but Peter in his inspired writings 
claimed to be only an Elder. As an inspired man 
we would expect him to know and to tell the 
— about himself as well as about every thing 
else. 


Peter was present at this conference in Jeru- 
salem and as we would expect had something to 
say. He told the Apostles and Elders how God had 
used him to receive Cornelius of Caesarea and his 
household into the Christian church, who were 





the first Gentiles admitted into the church, and 
how the Spirit of God was manifested on that oc. 
casion. But it was James our Lord’s brother, who 
presided over the council of the Apostles and 
Elders, and who summed up the judgment of the 
council as to what the Gentiles should do and 
should not be required. to do. 


The council of the Apostles and Elders sent a 
letter to the church at Antioch and personal repre- 
sentatives with Paul and Barnabas. The church ac- 
cepted the decision of the Apostles and Elders, 
Here we find the principle of the unity of the 
church—no one church over another, no one of- 
ficer over another, but every one subject to his 
brethren as a whole. 


Based upon these four Scriptural principles the 
Presbyterian church has worked out its system 
of government and adapted it to meet the re- 
quirements of the church in the age and country 
in which we live. It is a representative govern- 
ment based upon the very principles laid down 
in the Word of God. No one man is placed over 
another in authority but all the representatives 
of the church are elected by the people of the 
church, and are of equal rank and authority. We 
believe we have the form of government that 
Jesus Christ intended for His church and we do 
not expect to give it up for any man made system 
of church government. We stand ready to de- 
fend the rights of the Ruling Elder in the South- 
ern Presbyterian church. The most distinctive 
thing about the Presbyterian church is its Scrip- 
tural form of government, and we expect to main- 
tain it. 








The World Upside Down 


By Rev. L. T. Wilds, D.D. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


At Thessalonica this charge was brought against 
Paul and Silas: “These that have turned the world 
upside down are come hither also” (Acts 17:6). 
The accusers meant that in the most critical, de- 
rogatory, alarming sense. They meant to say, 
“These teachers of falsehood, who have been dis- 
turbing, upsetting, turning upside down the good 
old world order wherever they have gone, have 
come here now to do the same thing to us.” Well, 
their charge was true. Wherever the Gospel of 
Christ has gone and has gotten a sufficient hold, it 
has upset, cast down, smashed the old world order. 
It has tcrned the world upside down, which means 
right side wp. It has done that in several re- 
spects. And we shall mention them in the order 
of their relative importance, from the greatest to 
the least important. 


1. The Gospel turns the world upside down re- 
ligiously. It topples down whatever other god or 
gods there are occupying a man’s heart and 
soul; and enthrones there the only true and living 
God as He presents Himself to us in and as Christ 
Jesus: God incarnate or in the flesh, living among 
us for a little while, in order that we might know 
Him better and love Him more; the embodiment 
of every grace and virtue, the chief of which is 
love; the moral and spiritual teacher of all such 
teachers, by His example as well as His word; who 
loved sinners enough to die for them; the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth. 
In the apostles’ day, believing Jews cast away the 


Christ to come for the Christ who had come; and 
believing Greeks and Romans and others cast 
away their imaginary gods for, as Paul called 
Him, “the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” And so has it been ever since and is it 
today: as men, women and young people receive 
Him, they cast away their gods of gold or money, 
of worldly honor and sinful pleasure; and they 
enthrone Him as their God to trust, love, worship, 
serve and live for. 


2. The Gospel turns the world upside down 
morally. And that naturally follows the first, since 
a man’s religion and his morals are inseparable: 
his religion is the cause, of which his morals are 
the effect; his religion determines his morals. The 
world to which the Gospel came in the time of 
the apostles had sunk to the very bottom of 
moral degradation. The chief amusement was the 
slaughter of man and beast in the arena. In- 
fanticide and abortion were common practice and 
were even recommended by the two leading moral- 
ists, Plato and Aristotle. Adultery prevailed among 
all classes, and “mistresses” were as common as 
household servants. Horace (65 B.C) declared, 
“The age of our fathers, worse than that of our 
grandsires, has produced us, who are yet baser 
and who are doomed to give birth to a still more 
degraded offspring.” And moral conditions in the 
world today are just as bad where the Gospel 
has not gone. But wherever it has gone and has 
established Christian civilization, it has changed 
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these moral conditions; it has made God’s great 
moral law or Ten Commandments the basis of its 
laws, the moral constitution, “the bill of rights,” 
of each and all. 


3. The Gospel has turned the world upside 
down socially. It has brought it about that baby 
girls are equally desired and loved with baby 
boys; that woman has been lifted up from beneath 
the foot of man and has been placed by his side 
as his equal; and that one’s fellowmen, instead of 
being mere animals to be used for his selfish pur- 
poses, are his brothers to be loved and to be treat- 
ed as such. In this connection, we might take the 
matter of slavery. The historian Gibbon tells us 
that in the time of Christ half of the race held the 
other half in slavery. The Gospel of Christ has 
abolished slavery wherever it has gone. And take 
the matter of aggressive warfare or nation preying 
upon nation to rob and enslave. The Gospel of 
Christ has set Christian civilization against such 
warfare and has made it the promoter of peace. 


4. The Gospel has turned the world upside down 
politically. Wherever it has gone and prevailed, it 
has toppled Caesar from off the throne: Caesar, 
the absolute monarch, the one man ruler, the 
dictator, whose will is the law of the land and 
whose fellow citizens are his serfs or slaves, mere 
tools, mere cogs in the wheel of state. And, in the 
place of that political system, it has set up De- 
mocracy-government “of the people, by the people 
and for the people,” who, as God’s freemen, gov- 
ern themselves by their freely chosen representa- 
tives. “These all,” said Paul’s accusers, “do con- 
trary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there 
is another king, one Jesus.” Yes, indeed: It has 
always been King Jesus and His law of love ruling 
a nation, or Caesar, the monarch, the dictator— 
Caesar and his decrees! 


5. The Gospel has turned the world upside down 
even economically. By that we mean the matter 
of every man’s sharing equitably in fruits of his 
labors. In order to see that this is true, all that one 
needs to do is to compare the physical or material 
lot or fortune of peoples under a dictator, such as 
Stalin, with that of peoples in a democracy, a land 
of free enterprise, in which every man’s fortune de- 
pends upon his own talents and industry, in 
America today. 


Yes, wherever the Gospel has gone and has 
established itself, it has been dynamite, uprooting 
dead stumps and making “new ground”; it has 
made a new order religiously, morally, socially, 
politically, and economically. And we would say 
to young people especially, that this is no mere 
talk but the indelible record of all history; and 
that, if they prize and cherish this new order over 
the old, they should thank the Gospel for it and 
thank God for the Gospel. 


Now today in the world there has arisen a 
mighty power, which is just as black and evil as 
that of Caesar to which the Gospel first came 
and which has set out boldly and studiously to 
turn back over again all of civilization that the 
Gospel has turned right side up. That power is 
Russian Communism, the purpose of which is to 
‘urn the world over again in all five points: re- 
ligiously, to put paganism back in the place of 
Irist or Christianity; morally, to cast God’s moral 
‘Ww upon the scrap heap; socially, to make slaves 
of freemen; politicially, to set up one man rule 
in the place of the rule of the people of de- 
mocracy; and economically, to give a bare slaves’ 
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subsistence in the place of the abundance that 
we enjoy. 


What shall we do about it? Yes, we believe in 
the actions of our government: seeking to make 
democracy the best possible here in our own 
country; being strong militarily to defend our- 
selves; and “The Marshall Plan” of helping other 
democratic nations to get on their feet. But far 
more than that, Government did not give us 
democracy and its blessings. The Gospel gave it 
to us. And only the Gospel can preserve or save 
it—even here in our own land. It follows there- 
fore, that, for the preservation of democracy and 
the extension of it in the world, more important 
than what our government does is what our church 
does, more important than what we do as citizens 
is what we do as Christians; and that is to sacri- 
fice along with Christ and in obedience to His 
great commission in giving this Gospel of His to 
others: others here in our own land, others in the 
war-crushed lands of Europe and elsewhere, oth- 
ers in heathen lands, others in all the world. 
And we had better not just talk about it, but do 
it! 

We thank Thee, O Lord, that these who turn 
the world upside down came here and made our 
land the most God blest land in all the world. 
May. this blessing of Thine upon us move us to 
carry this Gospel torch of forever liberty and life 
to others in all the world. 
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The Book Of Nehemiah 


By Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the thirty-eighth in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


There is something of peculiar fascination about 
the story of Nehemiah. The present writer will 
never forget the powerful impression which this 
narrative made upon him when he first read it as a 
boy. And the fascination of this account is some- 
thing that is present every time the book is reread. 
Originally the book of Nehemiah and that of Ezra 
were, as we have previously noted, considered by 
the Jews to be one, and they called it The Book of 
Ezra. Sometimes they were regarded as the first 
and second books of Ezra. 


It is important that we consider somewhat briefly 
the relation between the two books and the events 
which they record. There are those who hold that 
Nehemiah’s visit to Jerusalem as a matter of fact 
preceded that of Ezra. They would rearrange the 
order of the chapters in Ezra, as follows: 4:24b- 
6:22; 4:4-24a. Next they would insert Nehemiah 
1:1 - 7:5; 11:1 - 13:31, then Ezra 7-10, and finally 
Nehemiah 8-10. On this arrangement Nehemiah is 
placed in the reign of Artaxerxes I and Ezra dur- 
ing the reign of Artaxerxes II. The reader should 
open his Bible and follow the content of the Bib- 
lical passages with the verses suggested above. He 
will then see why it is that some have suggested 
such an arrangement of the passages. Artaxerxes I 
is commonly known as Longimanus and reigned 
over Persia from 465 to 424 B.C.; whereas Ar- 
eg II, known as Mnemon, ruled from 404 to 
359 B.C. 


A bit of careful study will reveal to the reader 
what is the nature of this arrangement of verses 
and how radically it differs from the ordinary pic- 
ture which the Bible gives. It is well to ask the 
question whether such an arrangement of the Bib- 
lical material is warranted. In reply we may point 
out that it is always precarious to rearrange Bib- 
lical material. The ancient texts of the Bible which 
have come down to us are quite at one in their 
witness as to the arrangement of such material. 
Hence, in this case we are not at liberty to change 
the verses about as we desire. 


But there are other cogent reasons for rejecting 
this proposed scheme and for allowing the text of 
the Bible to stand as it is. For one thing, at the 
' time of Ezra the Jews were poor and their worship 
had to be subsidized, whereas at the time of Ne- 
hemiah they were sufficiently prosperous to take 
care of the expense of the divine worship. Also, it 
must be stressed that the natural order of the 
books is straightforward, and when this order is 
considered we are face to face with a powerful ar- 
gument for retaining the present arrangement. 


As the text of the Bible now stands, we have the 
following order: In the seventh year of Artaxerxes 
I, ie., 458 B.C., Ezra came to Jerusalem with a 
large company of people (about 6,000), (cf. Ezra 
7 and 8). In the twentieth year of Artaxerxes I 
(i.e., 445 B.C.), Nehemiah came to Jerusalem, and 
together with Ezra, carried out certain reforms 
(Nehemiah 1). Then during the next year Ezra 
read the law of Moses to the assembled (Nehemiah 


8), and in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes 
(483 B.C.) Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem to 
correct further abuses. 


This is the Scriptural order of events, and it has 
everything in its favor. If the reader will read care- 
fully in Ezra and Nehemiah keeping in mind the 
outline as herein given, he will discover that this 
order is truly correct and that the sacred historians 
are to be trusted. 


The Outline Of Nehemiah 


The book of Nehemiah falls into two principal 
divisions: 


1. Nehemiah restores the city walls of Jerusalem. 


I:1-VII:73. 


(a) 1:1-2:20. Introduction. Nehemiah is intro- 
duced, speaking in the first person: “And it came 
to pass in the month Chislev, in the twentieth year, 
as I was in Shushan the palace, etc.’? Thus, the date 
and setting are given. As to Shushan, we may re- 
member that Daniel had had a remarkable vision 
concerning the ram and the he-goat which ap- 
peared in Shushan the palace. Word is brought to 
Nehemiah that the Jews in Palestine were in great 
affliction and reproach and that the walls were 
broken down and the gates burned with fire. Ne- 
hemiah grieves over this news, and prays to God 
to show mercy to him. He then introduces himself 
as the king’s cup-bearer. 


This prayer of Nehemiah’s is well worthy of 
study. For one thing it is couched in reverent 
language and exhibits a true conception of the 
greatness and holiness and faithfulness of God. 
Furthermore, it contains an acknowledgment of 
guilt and sin and a plea for mercy and pardon. The 
words of this beautiful prayer are well worthy 
of our prolonged meditation, and they well serve 
as a model for our own prayer. 


The prayer is answered. In His mysterious provi- 
dence God brings it about that the king should 
ask why Nehemiah’s countenance is sad. Nehemiah 
explains the situation, and the king permits him 
to go to Jerusalem. After his arrival in Jerusalem 
Nehemiah awaited three days and then by night 
made a tour of the walls of the city. 


(b) 3:1-6:19. The rebuilding of the city walls. 
The high priest Eliashib takes the initiative, and 
with the other priests they begin to build the sheep 
gate. Chapter three contains a list of those who 
worked upon the various gates of the city and the 
places where they worked. 


Opposition soon appears, however, for Sanballat 
mocks the Jews. Tobiah the Ammonite also ridi- 
culed them by saying that the wall was so weak 
that even if a fox should go upon it, he would 
break it down. These men conspired to stop the 
work upon the walls. Nevertheless, Nehemiah cried 
unto God and fortified the men for the work. Some 
built and some guarded, and thus they continued. 
But the strategem and opposition of Sanballat con- 
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tinued. The wall, however, was finally completed 
after fifty and two days. This entire account is told 
by Nehemiah in the first person. 


(c) 7:1-73. Nehemiah now gives to his brother 
Hanani and to Hananiah the charge over the city of 
Jerusalem. There follows a list of the people who 
had returned from Babylon. This chapter should 
be compared with Ezra 2:2 ff. 


Il. The Reforms of Ezra and Nehemiah. VIII:1- 
XIII:31. 


(a) 8:1-10:39. The renewal of the covenant. This 
section is of particular interest and importance. 
It purports to be an account of how Ezra read 
the law of Moses unto the assembled people, and 
of how they confessed their sins and ratified the 
covenant. In the course of negative criticism how- 
ever, a new interpretation has been advanced. The 
school of Julius Wellhausen has maintained that 
this section contains an account of how the law 
of Moses was canonized. We must consider this 
idea briefly, since it is one of the principle tenets 
of modern negative criticism. 


Many of those who hold a low view of the Holy 
Scriptures believe that the Old Testament was can- 
onized in three stages. First, they say, the Law of 
Moses was canonized; then the Prophetical books 
and finally, at a later stage, the Writers. According 
to destructive criticism, this canonization of a part 
of Scripture was accomplished by means of a coun- 
cil of some sort. Hence, it is maintained, in Nehe- 
miah 8-10 we have an account of the council which 
is supposed to have canonized the Law. In other 
words, this council is supposed to have said in ef- 
fect, “We now recognize these five books, namely, 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deu- 
teronomy, as the inspired and infallible word of 
God, and we shall abide by the teachings of these 
books as the very teachings of God Himself.” 


If anyone will read these chapters carefully, 
however, he will note that that is not wnat the Jews 
did. The Jews under Ezra did not single out these 
particular five books and declare that they would 
—_— now on regard these books as inspired. Not 
at all. 


And even if that is what the people had done, 
we should remember that such action would not 
have canonized the books. For may we never forget, 
it 1s not man who canonizes the writings of the 
Bible. It is God and not man who declares what 
books are Divine. This point seems to have been 
neglected in the consideration of the problem. 
The books of the Bible are canonical from the 
moment when they have first come into existence. 
It is God who gives to them their authority. 
Hence, it is a complete misinterpretation of these 
three chapters to regard them as presenting an ex- 
ample of a Jewish gathering pronouncing certain 
books to be Divine. On the other hand, these chap- 
ters do present to us a very interesting account 
of the effect of the Word of God upon the people. 

hen God’s Word is read, the people are convicted 
of their Sins and repent. We of today who long 
for a reviving of the hearts of the people and who 
pray that God will send such reviving would do 
well to consider this section of Seripture. Our 
people today also need above all else to hear the 
Word of the living God. 


(b) 11:1-36. This chapter contains a list of 
those who dwelt in Jerusalem. The rulers of the 
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people were to dwell there and also one out of 
every ten would reside in Jerusalem. 


(c) 12:1-26. This section contains a list of the 
priests and Levites. In this section verses 10 and 
11 are difficult, since they mention Jaddua, a high 
priest who lived at a much later time. Hence, it 
is argued, Nehemiah could not have written these 
verses. There are two suggested answers to this 
difficulty. Some have maintained that Nehemiah 
lived to an extreme old age and might have 
known Jaddua as a mere youth. But this, while 
possible, is not a very satisfactory or likely so- 
lution. Most conservative and Bible believing 
scholars think that these two verses were inserted 
under Divine inspiration at a later time in order 
to make this list of the priests complete. This is 
a view which is quite tenable and possible. Some 
one, therefore—a scribe, no doubt—in copying 
the book of Nehemiah, inserted these two verses 
into the text. It should be noticed that this in no 
wise impugns the veracity or trustworthiness of 
the book. 


(d) 12:27-43. The dedication of the walls. 
(e) 12:44-47. The support of the priests. 


(f) 13:1-31. Nehemiah’s second visit to Jeru- 
salem. 


In conclusion we may say that the book of 
Nehemiah, like that of Ezra exhibits the faith- 
fulness of God in watching over the people. The 
return from Exile was not easy. It was attended 
by many dangers and temptations. The people might 
easily have gone astray. Yet in His kind providence 
God raised up such leaders as zra and Nehemiah 
to guide the people through a difficult time. Truly 
God is good to Israel. 
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Sounding An Alarm 


By Robert M. Blackwood 


General Sec’y Of Sabbath Association 
Of Western Pennsylvania 


“If the watchman blow not the trumpet and any 
perish by the sword in his iniquity, his blood will ] 
require at the watchman’s hand.” 


A Pivotal Situation 

The situation is critical. The hour is pivotal. 
America is in peril. The nation is forgetting God 
and His Day and the Sabbath is always a sign. 
“Verily ye shall keep My sabbaths; for it is a 
sign between Me and you throughout your gen- 
erations; that ye may know that I am Jehovah 
who sanctified you.’”’ No people can have a saving 
knowledge of God without observance of God’s 
Day. Twenty-five centuries ago the prophets sound- 
ed an alarm in Judah, “‘Thus saith Jehovah, hallow 
ye the Sabbath Day, as I commanded your fathers, 
and this city shall abide forever.’”’ Sabbath ob- 
servance was thus a condition of God’s promise for 
their prosperity, peace and permanency. “But if 
ye will not hearken unto Me to hallow the Sabbath 
Day, then will I kindle a fire in the gates of Jeru- 
salem and it shall devour the palaces thereof; and 
it shall not be quenched.” Judah did not fulfil 
this condition. Therefore, catastrophe befell Jeru- 
salem and captivity her people. Destruction was 
the price of abandoning the Sabbath. History 
records the doom of other nations which refused 
to retain God and His law in their knowledge. 
God gave them up to a reprobate mind, to vile 


» passions and wickedness. Our nation is also making 


history. Our attitude toward the Christian Sabbath 


- will also determine our destiny. Said Daniel Web- 


ster, “America cannot survive a single century 
without a Sabbath.” “The day of rest is essential 
to mankind; demanded by civilization as well as 
Christianity.”” Theodore Roosevelt. 


Three things remind us that in our nation the 
Sabbath situation is perilous: Popular trends to 
convert a holy day into a holiday; flagrant vio- 
lations of Sunday laws; and schemes of greed and 
godlessness to repeal all good Sabbath laws. 


Dangerous Trends 


Though from Sabbath observance there springs 
the practice of such cardinal virtues as honesty, 
truthfulness, sobriety and frugality, which pro- 
mote success; though the law of the Sabbath is 
universal, unchangeable and never obsolete, yet we 
see dangerous trends away from it. A conspicuous 
example was the political convention deliberately 
held by Heury Wallace and his party on the Lord’s 
Day (July 25, 1948), the first such convention 
ever held in America on a Sabbath. When Garfield 
was being nominated midnight Saturday found them 
in the midst of balloting, yet they adjourned the 
convention until Monday. But the Wallace so- 
called Progressive Party took over the whole 
Lord’s Day. Less outstanding but not less detri- 
mental in the long run is the influence of more 


subtle forms of Sabbath desecrations today. 


Multitudes patronize Sunday sports and amuse- 
ments and in other ways secularize the Sacred 
Day. It is grievous to note that among these secu- 
larizers of the Lord’s Day are to be found pro- 
fessing Christians who “instead of being living 
epistles of Christ” are become “a stumbling block 


to the weak” and an excuse to worldlings for neg- 
lecting the only WAY to salvation, the only hope 
of the world. Where the Sabbath is thus forgotten 
Chureh attendance is decreased and her work of 
evangelization and education hindered. Satanic 
forces are released, atheism emboldened, moral 
restraints removed, crime increased and the na- 
tion corrupted. 


Flagrant Violations 


While in many States Sunday laws have been 
partly repealed they still largely protect the right 
to Sabbath rest and worship. Another right as 
stated in the Pennsylvania Sunday laws is “the 
prevention of vice and immorality.” However, 
flagrant violations may yet destroy these rights. An 
outstanding, though as yet an exceptional example 
is found in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. This 
is a large County of one and one-quarter million 
population. Like other metropolitan centers the 
record shows its need of all the moral restraints 
of all the ten commandments and all the gospel 
influences of the Church. Commissioners of this 
County, however, early announced holding the 
County fair this fall on dates which include Sun- 
day, Sept. 5. Straightway our Church forces, Pro- 
testant and Catholic, led by the Sabbath Associ- 
ation of Western Pennsylvania, office in Pitts- 
burgh, filed vigorous protests. These protests 
were so timed that they became a series of pro- 
tests with cumulative effect. In response the Com- 
missioners gave us a hearing, July 8. Many repre- 
sentatives of our Churches in the County availed 
themselves of this opportunity. They showed how 
the secularization and commercialization of the 
Lord’s Day were a violation of God’s law and the 
Sunday laws of the State, and unanimously urged 
that the fair be kept closed on Sunday. The Com- 
missioners admitted that holding the fair on the 
Lord’s Day is a violation of law but justified 
the violation by their claim that there were many 
demands to hold the fair on Sunday. Their decision 
reached later holds out the hope that the fair this 
fall will be kept closed until 2 P. M. and that the 
program will be largely religious and patriotic. 
They held out the further hope of an early con- 
ference next year and of suspending the fair for 
Sunday, 1949. But vigilance, courage, unified action 
is the price Christian citizens must pay to prevent 
a recurrence of such opening wedges for Sunday 
County fairs. 


Needed Warning 


Years ago such desecrations of the Lord’s Day 
were unthinkable. Today, however, God’s watch- 
men must be on the alert to witness against them. 
To save the Sabbath and _ civilization we must 
sound the trumpet of alarm and be willing to be 
branded “fanatics,” “intolerant,” and to be opposed 
by an unfriendly secular press. But whether evil 
doers heed or not, our individual and united testi- 
mony must be sounded. More frequent and earnest 
witnessing on this vital issue in our pulpits, in our 
Sabbath Schools and in our homes is absolutely 
pressing. Otherwise, “the Sabbath is on its way 
out.”” Observant laymen declare that the Sabbath 
is being lost in the Church—“at the grass roots.” 
Looking into the future, it is God’s imperative that 
we train our young people by example and precept 
to love and defend the Lord’s Day. Lost ground 
must be recovered, Christian conviction renewed 
and public sentiment restored. With confidence in 
the Lord of the Sabbath: “Be ye strong there- 
fore, and let not your hands be weak: for your 
work shall be rewarded.” 
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226 fascinating, simply-told 
stories for the young child 


To retell the stories from the Bible so that the very 
young child (ages 3 to 8) will understand, is an art that 
Miss Schoolland has developed with skill through loving, 
intimate understanding of the young child’s mind. She 
brings the lessons from God’s Word with a clarity, sim- 
plicity and vividness that retains the purpose and all the 
beauty and dignity of the original stories. This unusual 
talent made the first edition of her stories (Marian’s Book 
of Bible Stories) an outstanding favorite within a year 
after its appearance. Now with new, full-color pictures, 
Marian’s BIG BOOK of Bible Stories will delight the 
hearts and minds and eyes of additional thousands of 
young children as it serves to introduce them to the beauti- 
ful stories of the Bible. Bound sturdily and attractively, 
with colorful illustrated jacket, 345 pages. 


All New, Full-Page, . , 
Colored Pictures Reviewers say: 


by Dirk Gringhuis “Miss Schoolland possesses keen imaginative skill. She 





places herself in the young child’s world and then presents 
the material in a manner which makes it real to the 


child.” —The Banner 

“Does more than make the Bible come alive for children. 
That the author is a trained teacher of little children is 
evidenced by the perfect simplicity of her modern English.” 
—The Sunday School Times. 

“The purpose of the book is to capture the interest as well 
as the heart of the child and to lead him to know and 
love God. She has succeeded gloriously in accomplishing 


that.” —Church Herald. 


“God is always kept at the center, so that the child gets 
not only a story, but sees God in the story.” —Lutheran 





-) : Companion, 
Exciting originals, selected and “Captivating titles . . . words carefully chosen ... sen- 
painted especially for the young tences and paragraphs are short . . . repetition has been 
child, illustrate 20 stories of the used with splendid effect . . . print is large and clear.” 
Old and New Testaments. —The Free Methodist. 





“It is easier to hold the attention of a four-year-old child with this version of 
the Bible stories than with any other collection.”—Calvin Forum, 
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ADB Abate wt 








Oct. l, 1948 —s 











THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 











A sparkling, human story 


from the little hills of the Southwest 
















Winner of 
Eerdmans 
$5,000 
Fiction 
Award 

for 1948 





ArcyEe M. Brices 


“, . . shall grow up before him 


as a tender plant, and as a root 
out of a dry ground .. .” 


Root Out of Dry Ground 


by ARGYE M. BRIGGS 


323 pages — $3.00 


Illustrated by Reynold H. Weidenaar 


Here is a real American story with a real 
American flavor—its scenes laid amid the little 
hills and the common people of our great 
Southwest. It is a magnificent story in plot and 
execution, packing a genuine message without 
preaching or moralizing. Yet the spirit of the 
Savior shines through virtually every page of this 
great book. 

The story is of Jansie, forced by delinquent 
parents to beg on city streets. And the story 


Enthusiastic Comment: 


“Admirably done . . 
be forgotten.”—ZENoBIA Birp. 


“The story is vigorous, practical, well-written Christian fiction. . 
still it has a definite message.’—NELSON SPRINGER, Goshen College. 


“A splendid story ... packs a genuine message 


is of Chrissie, left in Jansie’s care as a mother- 
less baby. 

Surely the ground was dry in which they were 
planted. 

But these real, living, life-loving characters 
grow—Grow! As tender plants seek the sun’s 
warmth and hurt buds still unfold to reveal se- 
cret, inner beauty, so the lives of Jansie and 
Chrissie bloom to mature glory despite scorn, 
indifference, selfishness, reproach. 


. makes an indelible impression, and the heroine, Jansie, will probably never 


. a book to relax with, and 


. « deserves wide reading.” 


—G. ALLEN West, reviewer for the Baptist Sunday School Board. 


“A story of deep, elemental human emotions, mastered by even deeper spiritual realities, yet told 
with restraint and delicacy. I am glad to recommend it.” 


Wa.pen Howarp, acting editor, Moody Monthly. 


“I do not know when I have read a work of fiction of a Christian character that was 
so realistic and heart-moving. The book is realistic without being vulgar; Christian with- 
out being preachy; candid without being crude; certain to prove helpful and uplifting.” 

—Dr. H. A. Ironsipe, Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 
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Lesson For Oct. 17: Law 
In The Bible 


Scripture: Leviticus 19:1-18; Deuteronomy 5 - 6; 
Matthew 22:34-40. Devotional Reading: Psalms 19. 
Of course, the law remains as a perfect standard 
of eee along with the perfect life of om 
Lord. 


Lawlessness is sin, and sin is lawlessness. When 
measured by this Bible standard, our country is 
shown to be a nation full of sin, for we are a 
lawless people, both as regards the law of men and 
the law of God. 


The anarchist and the rebel both hate law of 
any sort, but the child of God exclaims, “Oh how 
I love Thy Law; it is my meditation day and 
night.”’ Love is the fulfillment of the law. True 
liberty is not doing as we please, but living ac- 
cording to the perfect law of God. 


In Psalms 19:7-14 we have a beautiful descrip- 
tion of the law of God. A fine introduction to 
this lesson is to read and meditate upon these 
familiar verses and pray for ourselves its closing 
prayer: “Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be acceptable in Thy sight, 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.” 


By the law is the knowledge of sin. It is our 
schoolmaster to bring us to Christ that we may be 
saved by Him. The “schoolmaster” here is not the 
teacher, but the servant who goes out and brings 
the children to school. When, by the law we see 
the enormity and heinousness of sin, we are ready 
to cry out to Christ—to accept Him as our Savior 
from sin. Here is the value of preaching the law; 
not that we can be saved by keeping it, but be- 
cause it reveals to us our deep need of Christ. 


Let us always remember that the Law is holy, 
just, and good; it is an expression of the perfect 
character of God. 


I. The Law of God is concerned with ALL of 
the activities of life, even in its smallest detail. 


Leviticus 19:1-18. 


We have grouped together in these verses some 
of the largest aspects of God’s Law and some of 
what we might describe as “minor details.” But 
we would do well to remember that what seems 
small to us, may be of tremendous importance in 
the eyes of God, and also that God sees and takes 
note of these smaller things, just as Jesus noticed 
the “mites” of the widow, as she gave all she had 
into the treasury. 


1. The object of the Law is to make us HOLY. 
The whole Book of Leviticus emphasizes this: ‘“‘Be 
ye holy, for I am holy.” Everything connected 
with the worship of Jehovah was to be clean, pure, 
holy. This was in striking contrast to the worship 
of heathen gods. 


2. Reverence for our parents, and reverence for 
God’s Sabbath, are both pleasing to God. 


3. If we are to worship God we must turn from 
false gods. “Little children,” said the aged John, 
“keep yourselves from idols.” Is this command 


Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 






not just as important today as it was when given 
to Israel? 


4. The offerings we make to God are to be 
acceptable to Him. Do we consider this when we 
bring our money? 


5. We must think of others when we have an 
abundance ourselves. Is it right to destroy crops 
to keep the prices up, when thousands are under. 
fed, or even starving in other parts of the world? 


6. We must deal justly, humbly, and lovingly 
with our neighbors and those who work for us, not 
keeping back the wages of a hired man. See how 
our God takes note of these smallest matters. 


7. Sins of the tongue—cursing, talebearing, tak- 
ing God’s name in vain.—How often we are warned 
about the sins of the tongue. God blessed man 
with the ability to talk, and how sinful man 
abuses this blessing! 


8. Hatred in the heart. The Bible always goes 
to the source of sin—the heart of man from which 
comes all these other evil things. 


9. We are not to avenge, or bear a grudge against 
our neighbor, but love him as we love ourselves, 


As we read all these various laws in Leviticus, 
we are struck with the broadness, and the depth 
of this Law. 


II. The Majesty 


and Importance of the Law. 
Deuteronomy 5-6. 


Moses was the great law-giver. In Deuteronomy 
he is giving a Review of their national History 
and especially of the Giving of the Law on Mount 
Sinai, and is urging the Israelites to “Remember,” 
“Forget not.” 


1. He reminds them first of the circumstances 
of the giving of the Law. It was no ordinary 
scene. The mountain smoked; God came down; 
Moses talked with Him face to face. Every circum- 
stance was conducive to the enhancing of the 
Majesty of the Law. There was a most solemn 
Covenant enacted there, one which they must not 
forget. (Verses 1 - 5). 


2. There follows a magnificent Summary of 
God’s Law in the Ten Commandments. We do not 
have space to deal with these very carefully, but 
would like to note a few outstanding truths con- 
cerning them. 


These Commands are Permanent Commands. 
They are not “out of date” for us in 1948 any 
more than when given to Israel. 


The first Four deal with our relation to God; 
the last six, with our relation to our fellow met 
Or we might call the fifth a sort of “transition 
command,” for it deals expressly with our duty to 
our Parents. How important is this “Only command 
with promise’’! 

8. Moses entreats and commands that the Law 
be A in its proper place in their lives. (Chapter 
6:1-9). 


He starts with the Heart—the whole inner mat 
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hut especially the source of Life and Love. He torian? Is he not also mad, or at least very foolish, 
new that we must love the Law if we are to for no one can understand the meaning or message 
ep it. Many people have a “head knowledge” of History who leaves out the God of History. 

¢ the Law—may be able to repeat the Ten Com- on —_— , ; P 
randments—but have no love for it, and therefore _It is true that in the Bible the main course o 
jo not try to observe these commands; we ought, history deals with the Jewish Trace, all other races 
.; the Psalmist, to observe them with our whole being given a minor role, but in the beginning God 


was dealing with the whole world, and in the 


eart. prophets many of the messages were directed 


Then the Word must be on our tongues. We talk toward the Gentile nations. The “Ten Burdens,” 
% Bind we teach with our tongues. We would like or “oracles,” of Isaiah is an example. Daniel had 
re Bi emphasize that word “diligently.” We are teach- a vision of Gentile world kingdoms. 


things to our children these days: are we ; 
Se ten Oe Word of God. It seems that the After God had brought about His purpose for 
Infidels and agnostics will succeed in keeping the the Jewish nation in the birth, death, and resur- 


a : : ‘ection of the Messiah, the “whole world” is again 
r oe t of our schools. This makes the obliga- rec : lan, g 

) a came even more pressing. We talk of stressed: “Go ye into all the world and preach 
’ Bhany subjects: do we talk about “This Book”? the Gospel to every creature. 


How much better would our conversation be if 
ve talked more about the Bible. We had the privi- 
Nege of having one of our ministers spend a wee 
or more in our home. He managed, naturally and 
tactfully, to turn the conversation on some phase 


In Psalms 33:12 we have these words: “Blessed 
is the nation whose God is the Lord,” and we are 
told that the Lord looketh from heaven and be- 
holdeth all the sons of men, and that God is the 


k- Bs God’s Word. His stay was a rich blessing to One Wwaees wea — P 
4 Bur home. If the Bible was the first thing we Nations seem to have their “Cycles”—a period 
M Bisikked about at night, would not our days and of hardship and struggle; a period of great pros- 
i Bhnights be happier and more profitable? perity and strength; then a time of deterioration. 
This was true of the Israelities. We have their 


- “For a sign upon thine hand.” Our hands would deliverance from the slavery of Egypt under Moses, 
h pe industrious, clean, kind and gentle, if this were and the giving of the Law; a period of victory 
= rss. and conquest under Joshua, followed by a long 
; rs drawn out struggle under the Judges; the con- 

st “As frontlets between thine eyes.” When and solidation and strengthening of the nation under 
~ (Bwhere there is no vision, the people perish. The David; then what we might call “The Golden Age 
hest book to give us real vision is His Book. of Israel,’’ under Solomon. After Solomon the na- 


: gene : tense 
“Write them upon the posts of thy house, and tion was divided, starts on its do ard course, 


on thy gates.” Many homes are falling down to- and finally goes ne 

day: those only can surely stand upon which the Our sample of “History in the Old Testament,” 
Word is written. (See Jesus’ closing words in His is concerned with Solomon in all his glory,” as 
Sermon on the Mount). Gates keep the wild beasts he reigned over Israel. Let us examine the picture 
out, and the children in, and there is no better lock presented to us in these chapters from I Kings: 

















: for the gate than the Bible. I. A Happy, Prosperous, and Peaceful People: 
nt Would not America be a happy nation today, ““A happy people whose God is the Lord”: I Kings 
.” Binstead of being torn with strife and hatred, and 4:20-34. 
saturated with sin, if these wise words of Moses 7 ; , , 
had been the guide of our homes? _ I. The preparation for this glorious period was 
es in the days of David, who was a brave and success- 
ry 4. “Beware lest thou forget” is his final warn- ful soldier, and on the whole, a good and wise 
n; Ming. Israel did forget, and suffered the conse- ruler. He captured Jerusalem and made it_ his 
u- fauences of her forgetfulness. Has our country for- capital; he extended the borders of the kingdom, 
he [xotten God, and will she suffer accordingly? subduing the surrounding nations; he united the 
in : whole nation; he made preparation for the greatest 
ot Ill. The Greatest Command. Matthew 22:34-40. work of his son, the building of the Temple, by 
here was a great deal of discussion among Jewish collecting much material for it. David’s sins cast 
Rabbis as to which was the greatest Command. a shadow over the horizon, but he was wise enough 
of hese scribes did not know their Scripture as well to make sure that Solomon was his successor. 
ot —§% they thought—for these summaries are given ; : , b 
ut §" the Old Testament, one of them in Deut. 6:5. _ 2. Solomon’s choice of wisdom, in answer to 
n- For a splendid discussion of this see Kuyper’s great God’s promise, gave every assurance of a most 
book “To Be Near Unto God.’’) successful reign, for wisdom is certainly one of 2 


the most necessary assets for the ruler of a na- 
tion. He became the wisest of the men of his time, 














ay and his just decisions became known far and wide. 
Lesson For Oct. 24: History In The Queen of Sheba came from her country to 

i; The Old Testament see the wisdom and glory of the king. 
a Scripture: ; 21. 2 : 7 3. As we read of his wealth and greatness we 
mn Bing: Ponies ia ee catch a glimpse of what any nation could be with 
. ; ‘ the blessing of God resting upon it. The picture is 
1 Someone has well said that History is “His a lovely one: a wise ruler; a happy people, “And 
tory.” Real History is the story of God’s deal’ ‘s Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under 
» With the men and nations of the world. The hand his vine and under his fig tree, from Dan even 
“ °f God is seen in the history of the world as He to Beersheba, all the days of Solomon.” Why can- 
Meals not only with His own chosen people but with not this be true of any nation, especially of a 
the other nations—the Gentiles. If the “undevout country like America? Why do we have all the 


*sttonomer is mad,” how about the undevout His- restlessness, turmoil, strife, and bloodshed which 





3 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNA 








It's Selling Fast — 


OUT OF THE 


LABYRINTH 


By L. H. Lehmann 
The Story of a Converted Priest— 


Gripping as a Novel 


Although anathematized by the Catholic 
Church, this book is highly endorsed by such out- 


standing Christian leaders as H. A. Ironside, William 
Ward Ayer, Ernest Gordon, Hyman Appelman and 


others, 


A book for Minister and Layman 


wenenee $3.00 


_ Also these authentic life stories of former 


priests and nuns: 


UNDER ORDERS, by William L, Sullivan, famous ex-priest ...ncccmcwnnnne $2.50 
FORGOTTEN WOMEN—IN CONVENTS, by Helen Conroy, ex-sister 
FROM PRIEST TO RADIO GOSPEL MINISTER, Life story of Dr. Aldama .. $1.50 


AGORA PUBLISHING CO. 





characterizes the world today? All of us know 
why. The explanation is in that little word SIN. 
Just as a worm, or some blight, can strike our 
beautiful growing plants, so the blight of sin 
strikes and withers and destroys nations. Under 
Solomon, at the beginning of his reign, sin seemed 
to be at a minimum. His reign, as it began, is a 
faint picture of the reign of One far greater than 
— time of peace and joy for all the 
world. 


II. A King and Nation Undertaking a Great Work 
For God: I Kings: 5-6. 


God had promised David that his son should 
build Him a house, and David had collected much 
material, but there was still the main part to be 
done, and Solomon proceeds with this work with 
zeal and wisdom. He makes an alliance with 
Hiram, king of Tyre, who was a great lover of his 
father, to furnish the timber necessary for the 
building. 


The House was very costly and very beautiful. 
It was fitting that it should be, just as it was 
fitting that the Tabernacle should be the most 
beautiful Tent. The Temple was to be God’s 
dwelling-place. Everything about it had to be of 
the best, for it symbolized His presence with His 
people. 


This undertaking on the part of the king and 
the people did much to unite the nation and en- 
hance its prestige among other nations. There 
is nothing equal to a great project for the glory 
of God to unify a people. This was true of the 
Crusades, as foolish and as fantastic as some of 
them were: they served to enthuse a dying church. 


So great was this work that Solomon was seven 


120 Liberty Street, Dept. , New York 6, N. Y. 


years in completing it. There was a sumptuow 
feast and a magnificent program when the Hous 
was dedicated. Solomon’s Prayer was a most com- 
prehensive one. This picture of the king and his 
subjects is the brightest in all Israel’s history. 0h 
why was such a picture to be spoiled and changed 
into such a sad one? 


God was much pleased with Solomon and makes 
a Covenant with him. It is conditional, as most 
covenants are. There is both a Promise and 3 
Warning. If Solomon would walk before God as 
David had, then there would follow rich blessings, 
and an eternal kingdom. But if Solomon turned 
from the path of obedience, disaster would come 
(See 9:4-9). This is similiar to the Covenant made 
with Israel at Sinai, and Moses’ warnings. Why do 
nations not heed the voice of God, and the voice 
of Godly statesmen? 


III. A King and a Nation Beginning to Tum 
From God. 


A very significant statement is made in the las 
verse of Chapter 6 and the first verse of Chapter 
7: “So he was seven years in building it” (The 
Temple) “But Solomon was building his own house 
thirteen years.” Was the king already beginnlg 
to put himself first? Was he thinking more of the 
glory of King Solomon, than the glory of God? It 
would seem so from these words, and subsequell 
events. He begins a tremendous “Building Pro- 
gram” to increase his own glory. 


All of this tremendous building expense W# 
beginning to tell on the nation. He had to have 


thousands of laborers and there was dissatisfactio § 


on this score; he had to have a great deal of mone) 
and taxes had to be levied which were hard to pay: 
If he had been content with building God’s Hou 
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and not gone to these extremes, all would have 
been well as far as finances were concerned. 


He also greatly expanded his Court and gave 
himself up to all the luxuries and sensuous life of 
an Eastern monarch. His whole moral sensibility 
was undermined. 

His most serious defect, however, was in de- 
parting from the worship of God. How a man who 
was so enthusiastic and earnest in building the 
Temple and so reverent in his prayer of dedication, 
could do as he did, is hard to see. The downfall 
of Solomon is a good commentary on the Total 
Depravity of the human race. “Let him that think- 
eth he standeth take heed lest he fall,” and “Pride 
goeth before destruction and a haughty spirit be- 
fore a fall.” How could he build the Temple to 
God, and then later build one to a heathen god? 


If sin can undermine and destroy a king like 
Solomon, and a nation like Israel appears in this 
picture, then sin can undermine and destroy any 
nation, even a nation as great and prosperous as 
America is today. 


It is not far from “Solomon in all his glory” to 
“Solomon in all his shame.” Let us beware of SIN. 
This is part of the lesson we get from History: 
His Story of Nations. 


Lesson For Oct. 31: Wisdom 
Literature In The Bible 


Scripture: Proverbs 1:8; 3:3a; 4:1; 6:27-28; 
8:1-11; 10:1-9; 15:1; 18:9; 88:la; 25:18ab, 28. 
Ecclesiastes 1-3; James 3:13-18. Devotional Read- 
ing: James 3:13-18. 


James, in our Devotional Reading, shows us 
plainly that there are two kinds of “wisdom”: 
wisdom from above, which is “first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full 
of merey and good fruits, without partiality, (vari- 
ence) and without hypocrisy,” and wisdom from 
beneath, which is ‘‘earthly, sensual, devilish.”” From 
the condition of the world as we see it today, there 
isa large amount of this latter sort of “wisdom.” 
Satan is very subtle, and his followers are numer- 
ous and very learned in the ways of the lower 
regions. Much of the wisdom of the world simply 
sharpens the devil’s tools. Many of the inmates 
of our penitentiaries are college graduates. 


_ The expression, “‘meekness of wisdom,” is most 
interesting and instructive. The more a man really 
knows, the more humble he becomes, for he sees 
so much that lies beyond him. Only fools are 
proud of their “knowledge.” 


Let us seek with all earnestness the wisdom 
which comes from God; let us be wise concerning 
that which is good, and simple concerning evil. 
So Many young people make the tragic mistake of 
tying to “see life,’ and sow their wild oats, 
forgetting that we reap what we sow, and many 
of the consequences remain, even when we are 
saved and forgiven. When we drive nails into a 
ttee, we may pull out the nails, but the scars are 
still there. Some take to drink, some to immorality, 
— to dope, in order to experience the thrill, and 
ve to regret bitterly their folly. 

“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, that giveth to all men liberally and up- 


praideth not and it shall be given him.” With this 
i 


= as ours what excuse have we for not being 


Wise 


The wise man is a self-controlled, or better, a 


God-controlled, man. Our temperance application 
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is broad and plain. True wisdom makes us temperate 
in all things. 


There are many lessons taught us concerning 
wisdom in these selections. We will look at some 
of them briefly. 


I. True Wisdom should be taught by our Parents: 
Proverbs 1-8; 4:1. “The instructions of thy father 
—the law of thy mother.” 


What a responsibility this places on the shoul- 
ders of fathers and mothers! The lessons we learn 
at home from father and mother, whether by 
precept, or example, are the ones that will be 
indelibly impressed upon our minds and hearts 
and lives. The tendency is to shirk our duty and 
turn the teaching of our children over to the 
church or state. But this is not God’s way, nor 
the path of wisdom. Remember, the great law- 
giver and statesman said, “teach them diligently 
unto thy children.” 


What sort of “instructions” are our children 
getting from us fathers and what sort of “law” 
is the law of our mothers? Is our delinquency 
juvenile, or parental? If the “crime wave begins 
in the cradle,’”’ who is responsible for all the crimes 
committed by children and young people? Many 
of us can remember with deep gratitude the law 
of our mothers. It seemed to be a mixture of 
love, unselfishness, sacrifice, hard work and prayer. 


II. Mercy and Truth are Necessary Parts of 
Wisdom: Proverbs 3:3a. 


Mercy and truth are fine companions: the one 
fills our hearts with the desire to help those who 
need us; the other fills our minds with the one 
thing which will set us free. Paul says, “Speaking, 
(or holding), to truth in love.” Truth and love 
would set the world free, and make it happy. 


True wisdom makes us free, but it also leads 
us to be kind to the ignorant, the sufferers, the 
underprivileged, and those who sin against us. 
As we expect mercy from God, so we should show 
mercy to our fellow-men, as Jesus so plainly taught 
in His Parable of the unmerciful servant. 


III. True Wisdom Makes Us Avoid SIN: Proverbs 
6 :27-28. 


It is not “smart” to fool with sin, any more than 
it is smart to take fire or hot coals into our 
hands or bosom. We cannot indulge in sin without 
being burned. The application here is especially 
to the “evil woman.” The Proverbs are full of 
sharp contrasts, and none is more pointed than 
the contrast between the “virtuous woman” whose 
price is far above rubies, and the “strange wom- 
an” whose house is the gate of hell and death. 


Truly our temperance lesson would apply here, 
for drinking and immorality usually go together, 
for both are forms of intemperance. 

(See Psalm 1—God’s Happy Man Keeps Away 
from Sin). 


IV. True Wisdom is of Inestimable Value: Oth- 
er selections from Proverbs 8:1-11. 


“For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the 
things that may be desired are not to be com- 
pared to it.”” When we see the nature of wisdom 
we can understand the truth of this statement. 
This does not mean the wisdom of the world, for 
much of that is as worthless as rubbish, but the 
heavenly wisdom of which James speaks. 


(See September 15, 1948, issue, Page 13, Col- 
umn 2, Paragraph 6. H.B.D.) 
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Oct. 17: Westward Ho 


Introduction 


This program is the first of several on the Home 
Mission work of our church. In our day we have a 
tendency to glorify the early missionary heroes 
because of what they accomplished in the face of 
danger and because of their great sacrifice, and 
then we turn to bemoan the fact that we do not 
have missionary giants in the earth today. But 
the answer is ready at hand. We do not have 
missionary giants in the world today because we 
have ceased to emphasize the fundamental con- 
viction that moved those men to give their all for 
Christ and the unsaved. Get back to that convic- 
tion and men will give their lives again. 


It has been suggested that the life of David 
Brainerd will help us to see the early beginnings of 
missionary work among the Indians. David Brainerd 
came to America under the auspices of the Scottish 
Propogation Society and began work among the 
Indians near Stockbridge, Mass. on the Hudson 
River. Later on his main field of labor was among 
the Indians along the Delaware River. His career 
lasted about four years but he accomplished great 
things for God and influenced many other mis- 
sionaries. His influence has lived on because of his 
deep spirituality. What was it that made Brainerd 
leave his own land and come to die in an un- 
known wilderness? What was it that made him go 
so deep in the things of the Spirit that men 
today still look back to his writing? 


Brainerd, and all the other great missionaries 
of the last century who opened up the fields 
of the world, believed that all men outside of 
Jesus Christ were lost forever and bound for ever- 
lasting hell. Hudson Taylor said that he would 
never have thought of going to China unless he 
had believed that men out of Christ were lost 
forever. Our mission work, at home and abroad, 
is not merely to promote good will among different 
races and religions, help solve the social and 
economic problems, or provide a common ethic 
that will enable men to live together. Men are lost 
in this world and in the world to come. The Gospel 
is the power of God unto salvation. Those who 
have the Gospel must take it to those who do not 
have it, wherever they are and at whatever cost. 
This is the basic Christian conviction. Without it it 
is mockery to call Christ “Savior.” Bring this 
conviction back into our thinking and our mission 
efforts will again become urgent. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
John 3:16-21 
This passage of Scripture is the heart of the 
whole matter from the point of view of funda- 
mental conviciion and practical action. Let us study 
it carefully. 


1. God’s Great Gift of Love. Verse 16. (a) 
Breadth of love: the word. (b) Length of love: 
gave only Son. (c) Depth of love: reaches whoso- 
ever. (d) Height of love: not perish but have life. 


2. God’s Great Purvos- of Redemption. Verse 17. 
(a) Sent not to condemn—-men are already con- 


demned. (b) Sent to save- 
faith. 


3. Man’s Great Need of Salvation. Verse 4 
(a) Condemned—not by sins but by refusing 
Christ. (b) Saved—not by what he does but by x. 
ceiving Christ. 


men can he saved by 













4. Man’s Great Refusal of Salvation. Verses 19. 
21. (a) His love of sin. Verse 19. (b) Hatred of 
truth. Verses 20-21. 

Suggestions 

This matter is basic and essential. The progran 
should center in a careful study of the Scriptur 
lesson. Brainerd’s life may be used as an illustn. 
tion of what a real acceptance of Christ and a re 
concern about the lost will lead a person to die 
Use whatever material you can but don’t fail t 
really study this passage. 


—_< 


Oct. 24: Reunion In The Blue Grass 


Introduction 














The mountain areas of our southland have a 
ways been a needy mission field, and we hav 
done much work in those areas, though still mud 
remains to be done. In this program we are goimy 
to study the work in the mountains, using as a 
illustration the work of Guerrant, an early hom 
missionary in the mountains the one for whon 
Guerrant Presbytery is named. ; 


Here again we need to remind ourselves of o 
basie objectives in our home mission work, in th 
mountains as well as everywhere else. Many in § 
provements and modern conveniences have gote 
to the mountains but no matter how many 0! 
how few, no matter how agricultural or how it 
dustrialized, the needs of any group are the same, 
the message for them is the same, and the powe 
to reach them is the same. Let us study a bast 
passage and see. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Acts 1:1-12 J 
The heart of this passage should be given speti#! 
study. If we are going to reach people and wi 
them to Christ we must have the power to mort 
them. The key to our ministry is power. Lets 
see about it. 


1. The Nature of Our Power. (a) What it} 
not—-merely intellectual, political, social, econom 
(b) What it is—spiritual, moral, personal. 


2. The Source of Our Power. (a) When ‘i 
receive the Holy Spirit. (b) We receive when a 
only when we truly believe in Christ. 


3. The Use of Our Power. (a) Witnesses to tH 
ends of the earth. God blesses the witness with lif 
transforming results. 


Suggestions 
Our southland has many problem areas and ofte 
churchmen become absorbed in good things thet 
need to be done and start out to solve the soc® 
end economic problems of our area. But the powé 
we have to give is spiritual. Don’t let anybot} 
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talk about sterile orthodoxy. There is such a thing, 
but what we are talking about is that spiritual 
power that accompanied the preaching of the Gospel 
in Paul’s day and turned the world upside down, 
the power that followed Luther’s preaching and 
brought in the Renaissance of western culture, the 
power that followed the preaching of Wesley and 
transformed the social and economic life of Eng- 
land. Our power is spiritual. Study the passage and 
seek to apply it to our home mission work in moun- 
tain areas. 
—__———_ 


Oct. 31: Maybe He Lives Next Door 


Introduction 


Recently a man was asking me about a revival 
meeting and I mentioned that a Jew had been 
converted. to Christ and baptized into the church. 
This man said, “What you have said about the 
' meeting was all right until you said that, but I 
can’t go with you when it comes to taking a Jew 
into the church.” 


All over America we are finding this attitude of 
hatred of the Jew on the increase. Why? The Jew- 
ish people have given us the ideals that we cherish 
most dearly and for which we ask our boys to die 
on foreign soil. The Jewish people have given us 
our Bible in which we find the Word of God. 
The Jewish people have given us the religion that 
we profess. The Jewish people have given us our 
Christ whom we worship. And Paul said that the 
Gospel was “to the Jew first, and also to the 

Gentile.” Why do we have this attitude? 


_ Tam sure that the reason we have this attitude 
is due to the grasping, irritating nature of so 
many Jews. But we Christians must remember 
that we have helped create that attitude because 
we have not had the right attitude toward them. 
What attitude should we have? We should have 
the same attitude that Paul had. Let’s study it. 


—_——_———_. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Romans 10:1-12 


1. Paul’s Desire for Israel. Verses 1-4. Though 
Israel as a nation was set aside when Christ was 
crucified the individual Israelite was a part of 
that world that God so loved in the gift of His Son 
and the Gospel invitation was just as open to the 
| Jew as to the Gentile. Therefore Paul earnestly 
desired that every Jew should be saved, that is 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be born 
again in Him. Our attitude today should be one 


of loving desire for the Jew’s salvation that leads © 


us to to give Him the Gospel and back it up by a 
fair and consistent life of love that some should 


come to know Him whom to know aright is life 
eternal. 


2. Paul’s Message to Israel. Verses 5-10. Paul’s 
message to Israel was not one in which he urged 
them to live a good life, combine their own spiritual 
Insights with the best of other groups and thereby 
ring the best effects of all to society. His message 
Was that they could not be saved by good works 
but that they could be saved only by believing on 
ong in their hearts and confessing Him with 
) “Relr mouths. Let us not be led astray by those 
| Who would substitute a religion of good will and 


| 800d works for the true religion of Christ and His 
Power to save. 
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3. Paul’s View of the Place of Israel. Verses 
11-15. In the sight of God there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Gentile, or any differ- 
ence between any men of earth regardless of 
color or culture. All have sinned, therefore all 
need to be saved. Christ loved all, therefore all 
can be saved in Him. 


Suggestions 


This program on Israel is very important. In 
the Bible we see that Israel was God’s chosen 
nation, but when Israel failed God gave the king- 
dom to those who put their trust in Christ. But 
the Scriptures contain many declarations of a 
still future purpose of God to be- fulfilled in 
Israel. Thus we need to understand the place of 
Israel in the Bible. Then anti-Semitism is growing 
in America and we as Christians have a re- 
sponsibility to stop that race hatred and substitute 
love and respect. The new nation Israel is now 
very much before the eyes of the world, and that 
needs some word. We have a Jewish mission in 
Baltimore and we need to find new avenues of 
Jewish evangelism. All of these call for some place 
in this program. You might have the group study 
together, following the passages in their Bible 
and the leader commenting along the line sug- 
gested in the Scripture Lesson above. Then have 
some adult, perhaps your pastor, make a talk on 
some such subject as “The Place of the Jew in the 
Bible,” or “The Jewish Nation in the World To- 
day,” or “Opportunities for Jewish Evangelism in 
Our Neighborhood,” or “How Stop Anti-Semitism.” 
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A PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
(Continued from Page 8) 
Physician to my friends who were sick spiritually. 
[ became conscious that religion was more than 
faithful attendance at church services, and more 
than the faithful discharging of duty in office 
holding. 


I am learning with joy, after years of hearing 
sermons, Sunday school lessons and studying my 
Bible—how to apply my faith in God to the con- 
trolling of my conduct, to control of worry, to 
the use of the services offered by the Holy Spirit 
—which include His teaching, counselling, com- 
forting, guiding and reproving. I have become 
interested in seeking to help others to know Him 
and that He is with us in this day and time and 
a very present help in all of our experiences. I 
have realized my duty to win others to Christ—to 
share my joyous growing knowledge of Him with 
others, who if not flagrantly, openly, sinning, are 
frustrated, worried, unhappy and useless to Christ’s 
Kingdom. If religion is worth having, it is worth 
sharing. It is selfish not to offer them my ex- 
perience. I now believe that Christians who remain 
truitless, silent and who do not seek the lost sheep 
of Christ as He commanded, are on dangerous 
ground. They may be among the number who will 
someday remind Him of their former work and 
gifts to His cause and who will hear His command 
“Depart from me ... I never knew you.” I am 
now seeking to obey His commandment to “Go ye 
and preach the gospel” by telling others that 
Christ receiveth sinful men and that He trans- 
forms lives committed unto Him. That all have 
sinned but can be redeenied. I want His love and 
to remember that He said, “He that hath My 
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth Me; and he that loveth Me shall be loved of 
My Father, and I will love him, and will manifest 
Myself to him.” 


His command was for me to “Feed My Sheep.” 
The Christian is disobedient who is not busy about 
the Father’s business of Christian witnessing and of 
going out into the highways and hedges and com- 
pelling men to come into the feast prepared by 
Him for them. So many do not know that they 
are bidden and do not know Him or His menu. 
I want at this late hour to engage in a sincere, 
faithful and continuous effort to find people who 
are not enjoying His acquaintance and to tell them 
that He loves, He saves, He forgives, He hears 
and answers prayer, He opens closed doors in 
hearts, minds and situations for He holds all keys! 
Tell them how He has brought to pass unbelievable 
things in my personal dead-locks, blessed my ex- 
perience in tithing and opened the windows of 
heaven and poured out such blessings as we never 
knew of before. It is late, but I with God’s awak- 
ing Church beg forgiveness for the spirit-choaked 
lethargy and sleep I allowed to overtake my life. 
If He will lead me, help and bless my efforts, I 
will follow in Christian witnessing, I pray “Speak, 
Lord, for Thy servant now heareth!” 

—__~.—_—_- 


How Is Your Bible Reading? 


October marks the beginning of the last half of 
the Church year. It’s a good time to take stock, 
especially in a year’s project. To many of us Oc- 
tober has come to be known as Bible Mastery 
Month, but this year it takes on a new meaning. 
Countless women of our Church are engaged in 
teading the Bible through in connection with the 
nady ‘Fitly Framed Together.” It’s a big order, 
ut what a thrill to follow through the whole 





sweep of Biblical content and see God’s dealing 
with men through the ages! How are you coming 
along in this Bible reading project? If you are 
behind Bible Mastery Month is a good time to 
catch up on your reading program. 


The late Dr. W. Ray Dobbins suggested that 
fifteen minutes of Bible reading a day will carry 
you through the Bible in six months. There are yet 
six months in the Church year. It’s not too late to 
begin now the through the Bible reading program 
and complete it by the end of March. Why not 
join others in this thrilling reading venture? “Read- 
ing the Bible by Units of Thought” leaflet will 
help guide and challenge your thinking as you read. 


Many who have not entered the Bible Reading 
program for the year are engaged in the Bible 
Mastery Plan of reading, whereby they are read- 
ing the entire First Epistle of John each day this 
month. Dwight L. Moody testified that his greatest 
spiritual experience came through the reading of 
the Ephesian letter through 45 times. “Bible read- 
ing is an education in itself” wrote Tennyson. And 
let it be remembered that “No man is truly edu- 
cated who does not know the Bible.” 


Having a plan of reading is only a first step— 
a means to an end—that we may hear God speak, 
come to know His will, learn His language, respond 
to His invitations, challenges, commands, become 
aware of His presence, live in His power and wit- 
ness to His love. 

“If we abide by the principles taught in the 
Bible, our country will go on prospering and to 
prosper” said Daniel Webster. Truly those who ad- 
here to the principles taught in the Bible will go 
from “strength to strength’ in the Lord; they 
will be more than conquerors through Him that 


loves us. 
—— 


“Presbyterian Laymen Speak” 


This is the title of a new series of Radio pro- 
grams which will be heard over 130 stations for 
eight weeks beginning October 3. 


In this series our own Southern Presbyterian 
laymen will challenge the manhood of the South to 
enlist for Christ in the church of their choice. 


This project was approved by the General As- 
sembly Men’s Council in their 1948 meetings. While 
the Radio Committee is successfully digging out 
from under last year’s deficit it is hoped that the 
various men’s organizations in our congregations 
will underwrite this opportunity for their own 
leaders to be heard. The speakers and their topics 
are as follows: 


Mr. S. J. (“Jap”) Patterson, Jr., Richmond, Va. 
“Christian Men—Custodians of the Future.” 


Mr. Kenneth S. Keyes, Miami, Fla., “In Part- 
nership with God.” 


Mr. A. Walton Litz, Little Rock, Ark., “Loyalty 
to the Church.” 


Mr. L. Roy Klein, Dallas, Tex., “Enlisting our 
own Men.” 


President R. B. Purdum, Elkins, W. Va., “Lay 
Evangelism.” 


Judge D. H. Edington, Mobile, Ala., “Christian 
Citizenship.” 


Mr. W. A. L. Sibley, Union, S. C., “The Chris- 
tian Business Man.” 


Mr. C. S. Johnson, St. Louis, Mo., “The Progress 
of the Church.” 


The list of stations has been sent to laymen in 
every congregation. 
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From Mr. Chao 


July 20, 1948. 
The following letter has just been received. Mr. 
Chao is a product of the work of our China Mission 
and is greatly used in Christian work with and for 
students.—Ed. 


Dear praying friends, if China ever needed 
Christ, it is now! 


The dark side: After 10 months of absence, I 
find my people overshadowed by the defeatism of 
the ever-increasing inflation, the unsteadiness of 
the political situation, and the spread of civil war. 
This month one US dollar has been worth five 
million Chinese currency. A large part of the stu- 
dents are penniless and their dissatisfaction results 
in political strikes. In North China where the see- 
saw civil war is going on, vast fields are laid 
waste, and refugees flood into the Yangtze Valley, 
adding to the serious flood problem. People ask one 
another how long things can carry on. 


Our problems: Political parties are attempting 
to arrest the attention of Christian students, until 
a few have begun to complain that the Christian 
Gospel is “too other worldly” and teaches escape 
from reality. The counter-attacks from the liberal 
camp are active and aggressive. The doctrine of the 
substitutionary death of Christ is called a mediaeval 
theory. The faith in verbal inspiration of the Bible 
is criticized as “‘Bibliolatry’’—idolatry of the Bible. 
Thousands of students are to be evangelized, and 
hundreds of seeking Christian students need to be 
taught. Macedonian calls are pouring in, and we do 
not have the staff to meet the need. 


The brighter side: One of our Chinese proverbs 
says, ‘‘When a person is hurt, he cries for mother, 
but when he is poor, he cries for Heaven.” The 
sufferings of China are the means of bringing 
our people to a real sense of dependence on a 
Higher Power. This is why the door for preaching 
the Gospel is more widely open than it has ever 
been before. 


China Inter-Varsity has work on 80 campuses, 
65 of which are registered members of the Fellow- 
ship. Individual membership comes to around 4,000. 
This summer 8 regional conferences will take 
place, with about 1,500 students training for cam- 
pus leadership. In answer to prayer the Lord has 
provided the funds for a headquarters building in 
Nanking, and a student-center in Shanghai. We 
hope to have these buildings ready this fall. 


The situation in China is challenging to the 
Christian public of the world. After five weeks 
of English Bible class in Chi-nan University, 36 
out of the 42 students present, quietly raised their 
hands during an invitation to accept Christ as 
Saviour. They had no previous knowledge of the 
Gospel, and while we thank God for the harvest, 
we heed to provide spiritual food for them .Con- 
versions are taking place constantly throughout 
our fellowships. 


We thank you for remembering the China stu- 
dent work, and we pray the Lord to continue to 
lay our needs upon your hearts. 


Sincerely in Christ. 
CALVIN CHAO, 

China Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship. 





Church News 


News Of Former Missionaries And 
Children Of Missionaries 


Dr. Gladys Smithwick who was in China for 
some years, in the hospital at Suchowfu, is return. 
ing to China, sailing on Sept. 17th, to be located at 
Cheeloo University Hospital. 








Attending Union Theological Seminary 
Richmond, Va., At Present: 


George Thompson Brown, son of Rev. and Mrs, 
Frank A. Brown of Suchofu, China. Mardia Hooper 
Brown, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Hopper, 
of Korea, and their two cute kiddies, George 
Thompson, Jr. and Mary Hooper Brown. 


Lewis Holliday Lancaster, Jr., who graduated 
last Spring from Hampden-Sydney, cum laude, also 
winner of the Algernon Sydney Sullivan Medal- 
lion, is entering Seminary this fall. 


Attending Assembly’s Training School: 
Minnie Hamilton Mallinson, daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. E. H. Hamilton, of Suchowfu, China. Her 
husband, Howatt Mallinson is in his second year 
at the Seminary this year. 


Mary Ann Craig, daughter of former mission- 
aries, Rev. and Mrs. A. R. Craig, of Spruce Pine, 
N. C., is entering the Training School this fall. 

* * * 


Rev. and Mrs. Raymond Womeldorf are moving 
to Charles Town, West Virginia, since they cannot 
return to China with their family at present. Mr. 
Womeldorf will travel for the Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions. Raymond, Jr. is in the Navy, 
stationed on the West Coast and Elizabeth is at- 
tending Mary Washington College at Fredericks- 
burg, Virginia this winter. 

* * * : 

Lucy Grier is the nurse at the Montreat Col- 
lege, where she lives and works with her mother. 

Dr. Jimmy Harnsberger is now located in David- 
son, N. C. where he is practicing with his uncle, 
Dr. Jim Woods. 

Dr. and Mrs. John Reed live in Richmond, where 
he is surgeon in St. Luke’s Hospital. Their son, 
Jack, is entering Hampden Sydney this fall. 

* * * 

Ruby Satterfield is in Washington, D. C. work- 
ing for the Government, living at All States Hotel. 
* * * 

Lois Young is teaching in Anderson, S. C. where 
she lives with her sister. 

* * * 

Pagie Lancaster, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. L. 
H. Lancaster, now of Chinkiang, China, is attending 
Yale Language School this fall, preparing to go 
China as soon as conditions permit. She graduated 
as a nurse last Spring. 


Editor’s Note: Former Missionaries and those 
the field are anxious for news such as the above. 


Please supply us with items and we will continut 
this department. 
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APPALACHIAN SYNOD 
Wytheville, Va. 


The Wytheville Church has called Rev. Warren 
Conrad, D.D., of the First Westminster Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., of Keokuk, Iowa, to be it’s 
Pastor. Doctor Conrad has accepted the call and 
will begin his Ministry here Sabbath, August 1st. 
He and Mrs. Conrad are not strangers in Wythe- 
ville, she being a native of Wytheville and he 
having preached here several times during his 
summer vacations. The congregation is delighted 
to have them. The Manse is being readied for 
their arrival, and a happy and successful Ministry 
is anticipated. 














A large congregation filled the Church for the 
July Communion Service, when nineteen new mem- 
bers were received, followed by another six ad- 
ditions the next Sabbath. A total of 25 additions 
this month. Nine by letter; three on confession 
of faith; thirteen on confession of faith and 
baptism. Fifteen children of believing parents 
have been baptized. 









Rev. S. W. Moore, who supplied the Church last 
summer, has been supplying the pulpit since May 
22nd this summer. He will conclude his Ministry 
with the Prayer Service Wednesday evening, the 
28th., and will begin preaching at Grundy, Vir- 
ginia, August 1st. Cove Church and Jackson 
Chapel are connected with this Church. Preaching 
services have been held at the three places each 
Sabbath. 


Plans for a new Church and Sabbath School 
building for Jackson Chapel are being prepared 
and work on the Sabbath School building is ex- 
pected to be started in August. There are fine 
possibilities here and in The Cove, as well as in 
the Wytheville Church. 














—__-<.—___—_—_ 


ALBEMARLE PRESBYTERY 
New Bern, N. C. 


The West New Bern Presbyterian Church build- 
ing (educational unit) on the corner of Chattawka 
Lane and Lucerne Way has been completed and 
the opening services were held Sunday, August 22, 
Sunday School with 49 in attendance at 10:00 
AM., and the worship service attended by 150 
at 11:00 A.M. 


At the worship service the invocation was offered 
by Rev. F. R. Williams, the carpenter who super- 
vised the construction of the building. 


_ Rev. E. E. Gillespie, D.D., of Greensboro, Super- 

intendent of Home Missions in the Synod of North 
ardlina, preached the sermon using as his text 

Galatians 6:10, “Let us do good unto all men,” 

emphasizing the fact that the greatest good we can 
0 to men is to lead them to Christ. 


The infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Roy O. 
Mayo, Jr., was baptized and Mrs. Claude Fish was 
tecelved into the church on reaffirmation of her 
faith in Christ. On the following Sunday Mrs. 
aster T. Nickell was received on profession of 




















The first service of the Church was held in the 
19; Pepper Plant Recreation Room, December 7, 
“ep Where the group continued to meet until 

€ completion of the present building. The church 
i organized May 9, 1948, with 30 charter mem- 














Ground was broken for the new building May 
29, 1948. Work has progressed rapidly and the 
building has been completed at a cost of approxi- 
mately $16,000 including water, lights, and heat- 
ing system. This amount has been contributed by 
the Assembly’s Home Mission Committee, Synod’s 
Home Mission Committee, Albemarle Presbytery, 
the J. M. Belk Fund, New Bern First Presbyterian 
Church, Neuse Forest Presbyterian Church of New 
Bern, the West New. Bern Presbyterian Church, 
and special donations from friends of the church, 


and donations of free labor amounting to 294 
hours. 


Much of the credit for the success of this build- 
ing program is due to the efficient building com- 
mittee appointed by Albemarle Presbytery: Mr. T. 
A. Uzzell, Chairman and Treasurer, Dr. W. L. 
Hand and Mr. Charles S. Hollister; and the West 
New Bern Church building committee: Junius P. 
Johnson, J. D. Senn, Roy F. Haldeman and Roy 
O. Mayo, Jr. 


The membership of the church is at present 32, 
with a Sunday School enrollment of 80. The 
Youth Fellowship enrollment is 18 and a mid-week 
Woman’s Bible class numbers about 20. 


The present officers are: Pastor, R. T. Baker; 
Elders: J. D. Senn, Roy F. Haldeman; Deacons: 
Roy O. Mayo, Jr., Lewis Baker; Superintendent 
of Sunday School, Roy O. Mayo, Jr. 


—— 


Cameron D. Deans To Organize 
Church Officer Training Program 


Organizing a church officer training program 
under the Department of Adult Education and 
Men’s Work, Presbyterian Church in the U. S., 
will be the new job of Cameron D. Deans, until 
recently a Sebring, Florida business man. Mr. 
Deans said the ultimate objective of the program 
will be to place several trained instructors and 
special facilities at the disposal of church officers 
in every southern Presbytery. 


A ruling elder himself, Mr. Deans graduated 
from Davidson College in 1935. From 1942 to 1946 
he was with the personnel department at Burling- 
ton Mills, Greensboro, N. C. 


———_._>—__—. 


Dr. Boggs Holds Meeting 


Liberty, S. C.—Dr. Marion A. Boggs, of Little 
Rock, Ark., held a week’s meeting at the Liberty 
Presbyterian Church, July 26 through August Ist. 
The last Sabbath was Home Coming Day and many 
former members were in attendance. Dr. Wade 
H. Boggs, a brother of Dr. Marion Boggs, was 
also present and both made addresses on the oc- 
casion. Both are sons of the church in the ministry. 
Dinner was served on the grounds. This church 
is supplied by Rev. G. A. Anderson, of the Faculty 
of Presbyterian College, Clinton, S. C. 





CONTRIBUTIONS 


Contributions of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
to the General Assembly’s Training School for Lay 
Workers, Inc., Richmond, Va. For the Month of 
August: 1948, $4,035.67; 1947, $2,409.28. Total to 
Date: 1948, $20,838.36; 1947, $15,444.55. 
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Protestant Club Of Savannah, Ga., Passes 
Resolutions On Federal Council 
Of Churches 


WHEREAS, Separation of church and state is 
one of the fundamental principles of the Ameri- 
can government. And if the church is to be separat- 
ed from the state in fact and not simply in theory, 
then each must confine itself to its own sphere of 
action. To hold the appearance of separation and 
not maintain the spirit of separation will mean 
the weakening and ultimate dissolution of both 
church and state. In recent years we have seen 
this reciprocal agreement openly violated by cer- 
tain church leaders and church groups. By no 
stretch of the imagination can it be claimed that 
the agitations sponsored by the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America, or of other 
denominations have contributed in any way to 
enhance the spiritual leadership of the churches. 


WHEREAS, It is high time that bishops, min- 
isters and employees of the Federal Council of 
Churches be silenced from using their affiliated 
churches as the background and medium for alien- 
minded attacks on religion, our constitutional gov- 
ernment our economic and social order. The job 
of the church is to teach and encourage men and 
women in the moral and spiritual values of life, so 
ee in turn might make a better secular 
world. 


RESOLVED, That there is no place for Commu- 
nistic or Socialistic propaganda in a spiritual church, 
and that the Protestant Club of Savannah, go on 
record as condemning the action of the Federal 
Council of Churches, in pledging their affiliated 
membership to support the strange and un-Ameri- 
can Philosophy that they are advocating. 


BE IT RESOLVED, That a copy of this reso- 
lution be sent to our United States Senators and 
Congressman, with a request that they check on 
the activities of the Federal Council of Churches, 
and advise us in detail as to what legislation they 
are sponsoring and what other politcal organi- 
zations they are working hand in hand with. 


BE IT STILL FURTHER RESOLVED, That we 
check on the churches of Savannah in an endeavor 
to find out what local churches are paying tribute 
to and supporting the Federal Council of Churches. 


UNION REVIVAL 
Cross Hill, S. C. 


Preparation had been made for several months 
by the Baptist, Methodist and Presbyterian 
Churches of Cross Hill for a union revival meet- 
ing, Augpst 1-15, at the Cross Hill School. 


Rev. John D. Henderson of Spartanburg preached 
the gospel with power from above. Rev. Alvin 
Boan, song-leader, was greatly blessed in leading 
the singing, and in his personal messages in song. 
Both these men of God were used greatly in the 
homes of the community with the young people, 
and in soul winning. The results of the meeting 
have rejoiced the hearts of pastors and people. 
Twenty-four young people made a profession of 
faith in Christ, and a number of Christians re- 
dedicated their lives to God. To God be the praise 
and glory. 


A Letter Of Appreciation 
The Wytheville Presbyterian Church and its two 
Outposts are greatly indebted to Dr. Samuel W. 
Moore who came to our aid when we were in dire 
need of a pastor. 


This Church was without a pastor for eighteen 
months. Dr. Moore came as Supply for June, July 
and September in 1947. He gathered the congre. 
gation together and held three services every Sup. 
day, Home Church at eleven A.M., Cove Chapel 
three P.M. and Jackson Chapel at eight P.M., and 
he held Prayer Meetings every Wednesday night, 
During his pastorate, he received into the Church 
three on profession of faith and four by letter, 
On account of his health, Dr. Moore left us to go 
to his charge, for the winter, in Florida. After Dr, 
Moore left the church was closed, only having five 
services in the Home Church until Dr. Moore came 
back as Supply for us on May 23rd, 1948. 


Dr. Moore gathered the congregation together 
again, built up the Prayer Meetings from eight 
members to one hundred and one. He inspired the 
officers and congregation with more love and loy- 
alty and zeal for the Kingdom. 


At the Communion service, July 18th, the chureh 
was filled and there were nineteen new member 
received into the church, and on July 25th, six 
more, making twenty-five additions in July. Nine 
of these were by letter, three on confession of 
faith and thirteen on confession and baptism. Fif. 
teen young children were baptized. Dr. Moore 
secured plans for a new church and Sunday School 
building for Jackson Chapel and helped in raising 
the funds to build and inspired the members to 
greater endeavor. 


Dr. Moore left us after prayer service July 
28th for Grundy, Virginia until October, when 
he will return to his charge at Felesmere, Florida 


The Presbyterians of Wytheville will always re 
member and thank Dr. Moore for his loving and 
untireing services. 


He is missed not only by the Church, but by the 
people of the town and county and especially by 
the children and young people he loved and who 
loved him. 


Presbytery Of Southwest Georgia 
Summer Meeting 


The Presbytery of Southwest Georgia met I 
the Summer Adjourned Session at Adel, Ga. 
July 13th. Twelve ministers, 13 ruling elders, 2 
deacons, 2 candidates, and one visiting minister 
were present. Elder John W. Crouch, Albany, 6. 
was the Moderator. The opening sermon was by 
Candidate J. D. Skinner. Rev. E. L. Barber Ws 
received from Savannah Presbytery and acceptet 
a call to the office of Executive Secretary of this 
Presbytery. Candidate J. Don Skinner was 
ceived from Enoree Presbytery and was licensed 
at this meeting; and on July 18th. he was % 
dained and installed as pastor of the Donalsonville 
Presbyterian Church. The Commission conductiné 
this ordination and installation service was col 
posed of Rev. E. L. Barber, Chairman, Rev. ¥. 
D. Stewart, who charged the congregation, <7 
C. M. Robinson, Jr., and Alternate Rev. J. ™: 
Good; ruling Elder M. E. O’Neal, who charged the 
pastor, and alternate Elders M. G. Clarke and / 
W. Crouch. 
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The “Georgia Presbyterian News” was discussed 
and its publication was approved. Rev. J. B. Wood 
was endorsed for work in the foreign field. The 
four candidates of the Presbytery were reported 
as all making good progress in their studies. This 
meeting emphasized the work of the General As- 
sembly, with reports and discussions on all the 
causes. Rev. J. R. Howard and Elder J. W. Crouch 
as commissioners made interesting reports on the 
work of the 1948 General Assembly. The next 
meeting of the Presbytery will be in Donalson- 
ville, Georgia, on October 19th. at 10:00 A. M. 
The moderator in nomination is Rev. C. M. Robin- 
son, Jr., Cairo, Ga. The Presbytery has three semi- 
nary students serving as assistant pastors during 
the summer: Mr. T. M. Dews at Albany, Mr. J. A. 
Haley at Thomasville, and Mr. Keith Hill at Moul- 
trie. Most of our churches have conducted suc- 
cessful Vacation Bible Schools; and the Presby- 
tery has recently closed perhaps its most success- 
ful Young Peoples Conference and Pioneer Camp 
at Valdosta. 


Summary Of The Clarens 
Conference Of Evangelicals 


1. We have arrived at an understanding of each 
other which grows out of our fellowship together. 
It is sometimes said that people of such deep con- 
victions as evangelicals hold can not come together 
in unity but our meetings of the NEA in America 
and now at Clarens in Europe prove that we can 
have fellowship in delightful unity. 


2. We have agreed here that we wish to co- 
operate with all evangelicals and evangelical 
groups so long as they can sincerely affirm the 
statement of faith we adopted here. 


3. We are agreed that we shall have a world 
meeting of evangelical leaders at Zurich next sum- 
mer in which every evangelical organization the 
world over is invited to cooperate. 


4. We are agreed that the existing organizations 
of evangelicals in such lands as Germany, Flemish 
Belgium and Britain where they are now organized 
should be strengthened and that in lands where 
there is now no general organization including 
all evangelicals such an organization should be 
brought into existence by calling together all evan- 
gelical leaders for conference. This must be the 
task of those who have been at this conference. 


5. We are argeed that we should all keep in 
touch with each other by such common practices 
and mutual experiences as the observance of the 
World Week of Prayer under the auspices of the 
World Evangelical Alliance and in administering 
relief and encouraging other constructive activi- 
ties through the NAE of the USA and by corre- 
spondence over what other matters need attention 
through either or both the London office of WEA 
and the Chicago and Boston offices of the NAE. 


——_—_——— 


Presbyterian Junior College 
Maxton, N. C. 
, Registration at Presbyterian Junior College saw 
204 students enrolled for classes up to Thursday 
morning. Included are eighteen students from Vir- 
gia, sixteen from South Carolina, three from 
eorgia, two each from Florida, West Virginia, 
and Kentucky, and one from the District of Co- 
lumbia. From foreign countries there are six from 


uba, three from Brazil, one from Greece, and one 
Tom Mexico. 
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FOR THE TEACHER OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL S._S. LESSONS 








COMMENTARY 


By Benjamin L. Olmstead 


Full of ideas around which the busy 
teacher can easily build most interesting 
lessons, no matter what method of teach- 
ing is used—verse by verse, open dis- 
cussion, or lecture. Will help you to make 
your teaching a ministry. 236 pages $1.50. 


Order from your Book Store or: 


LIGHT AND LIFE PRESS 
WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 














FAITH IS A FAMILY AFFAIR 


THE UPPER ROOM .. . world’s most widely used devotional 
guide . .. ig carefully planned to aid the family as it meets 
the problems, the cares, the sorrows and the victories of day 
by day living. Use it to keep alive the family’s faith! 


Place your order TODAY and receive the current bi-monthly 
issue. Ten or more copies to one address, 5¢ per copy, postpaid. 
Individual yearly subscriptions, 40c. Address 


THE UPPER ROOM 


Nashville, Tennessee 








THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL _ 








BOOK REVIEWS 








HE WILL ABUNDANTLY 
PARDON 


By Dr. Walter A. Maier. Published by The Con- 
cordia Publishing House, 3558 South Jefferson 
Avenue, Saint Louis 18. Mo. Price $2.75. 


The Roman Catholics boast of Msgr. Fulton J. 
Sheen and his success on the air. His ministry 
is widely publicized. He has been instrumental 
in winning a number of Protestants to the Roman 
Catholic Church. But there is another side to the 
conversion story. It works both ways. The con- 
verts to Protestantism are as numerous as the 
converts to Romanism. In Dr. Walter A. Maier we 
have perhaps the leading Protestant voice in 
America on the air. He can match the persuasive- 
ness of Msgr. Sheen, and in his ability to present 
evangelical Christianity in a forceful manner he is 
without a peer. 


Dr. Maier is currently broadcasting the Gospel 
over 1,009 stations. This volume contains his radio 
messages of the second part of the thirteenth 
Lutheran hour. His Mission of the Air is now the 
largest radio broadcast regularly in use for any 
secular or religious program, commercial or sus- 
taining. This is a remarkable fact when we recall 
that several years ago predictions were made that 
his radio efforts could not survive. Dr. Maier 
sees in this a demonstration of the Divine guar- 
antee, “If God be for us, who can be against us?” 
In his humility he gives all glory and honor to his 
Sovereign Lord. 


Eighteen vivid sermons are presented in this 
volume. They have an evangelistic appeal and call 
for an immediate decision to embrace Christ as 
the only Saviour of sinners. Some of the messages 
are designed for Christians undergoing pain and 
sorrow. One of the best sermons is headed, ‘Christ 
Will Come From Heaven Again.” To this Lutheran 
preacher the Second Advent of Christ is an electri- 
fying truth. We believe that our Southern Presby- 
terian constituency will find this series of messages 
extremely helpful. —John R. Richardson. 





JOHN CALVIN 


By Sir Alfred T. Davies. Published by The 
American Tract Society, 21 West Forty-sixth 
Street, New York 19, N. Y. Price $1.50. 


Emerson was not far wrong when he said that 
“There is properly no history, only biography.” 
The lives of great men are great teachers. We 
are exceedingly rich in biographies of Calvin. This 
biographical sketch is not designed to replace the 
standard biographies of Calvin but rather to de- 
lineate his many-sided genius. 


Sir Alfred Davies in lawyer-like style and meth- 
od offers the public twelve pithy chapters on the 
personality and influence of Calvin, one of the 
best and greatest of men. The first chapter con- 
tains a brief life-sketch of the Reformer. Subse- 
quent chapters relate his influence in the Protestant 
Reformation and “What The World Owes To 
Protestantism.” Several chapters discuss Britain’s 
and America’s debt to Calvin. Three fascinating 
chapters present Calvin as “The Father Of Modern 
Preaching,” ‘Master of the King’s Music” and 
his views on art. 


Sir Alfred does not evade the Servetus episode 
Here he quotes Dr. Smile Doumergue as saying: 
“Thus, what Calvin is most of all reproached with. 
the burning of Servetus—Calvin was quite Op- 
posed to. He was not responsible for it. Besides 
the judgment was pronounced by a Council jy 
which the inveterate enemies of Calvin, the free 
thinkers, were in the majority.” His own sane 
advice is, “So, let not a single regrettable incident 
in the life of a very great man blind our eye 
to the truth, else history gets out of focus and 
its lessons become lost to us.” 


Davies believes that the key to Calvin is found 
in an estimate of Renan who declared, “Calvin 
succeeded because he was the most Christian man 
of his age.” —John R. Richardson. 





Steps To The Marriage Altar, Tract No. 156. 
By Rudolph Prange. Published by The Concordia 
Publishing House, 3558 South Jefferson Avenue, 
Saint Louis 18, Mo. Price 10c. 


With This Ring. Tract No. 158. By E. H. Heint- 
zen. Published by Concordia Publishing House, 
3558 South Jefferson Avenue, Saint Louis 18, Mo. 
Price 20c. 


Tobacco? By C. Stacy Woods. Published by The 
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, 64 East Lake 
Street, Chicago 1, Ill. Price Two for 5c. What is 
worldliness? Is it more than certain prohibited 
outward actions? . . . It is the individual’s heart 
relationship to Christ. 


Quiet Time. Published by The Intervarsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship, 64 East Lake Street, Chicago 1. 
Ill. Price 10c. A guide book for daily devotions. 
Full of pointers on making your time spent alone 
with God a real blessing and help. A valuable book 
for every young Christian. 


Did Christ Die In Vain? By H. A. Evan Hop- 
kins. Published by The Intervarsity Christian Fel- 
lowship, 64 East Lake Street, Chicago 1, Ill. Price 
5c. The value of the death of Christ related to 
our response to His redemptive work. 


The Man Who Lived Again. By Wilbur M. Smith. 
Published by The Intervarsity Christian Fellow. 
ship, 64 East Lake Street, Chicago 1, Ill. Price 
15c. If you believe that Christ actually arose from 
the dead can you present convincing evidence— 
evidence that is acceptable to non-Christians? Here 
is a scholarly summary of the Christian position. 


God’s Guidance In Your Life Work. By Kenneth 
L. Pike. Published by The Intervarsity Christian 
Fellowship, 64 East Lake Street, Chicago 1, Il. 
Price 10c. What constitutes a missionary call? 
This frequent question is answered from the Word 
of God through the laying down of basic princi 
ples and from the experiences of other Christians. 


Wilfred Grenfell. By Basil Miller. Published by 
The Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $1.50. Basil Miller has chosen Labra- 
dor’s dog-sled doctor as a hero of this book. The 
author’s popular style will please readers of all 


ages. 


Sugar Creek Gang Digs For Treasure. By Paul 
Hutchins. Published by The Van Kampen Press, 
542 South Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, Ill. Price 
$1.00. Another of Paul Hutchin’s famous stories 
for boys and girls. 
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Nearing The End. By William L. Pettingill. Pub- 
lished by The Van Kampen Press, 542 South 
Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, Ill. Price $1.25. In 
the chapters of this book the writer has attempted 
to set forth in simple language the teaching of 
Scripture concerning “things not seen as yet.” He 
takes up the phases of future things in Scriptural 
order. The closing chapter is a question and 
answer section for which Dr. Pettingill is so well 
known. 

My Sermon Notes On Old Testament Characters. 
By W. P. Van Wyk. Published by Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.75. This book 
consists of a series on the patriarchs and Moses. A 
number of the discourses deal with Jacob’s mes- 
sages to his sons. They are sound expositions of 


Scripture. 
——__>—_—_——__ 


THE DIVINE IMPERATIVE 


By Emil Brunner. Published by The Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $6.50. 


The old lady who complained that she found the 
dictionary difficult reading because it changed sub- 
jects so quickly might not make this charge against 
Brunner, but she could complain with justification 
that he is difficult to read and follow with interest 
due to his leaden Teutonic style. His manner of 
writing lacks verve and sparkle. Regardless of the 
merit of the content of this book, it will likely 
prove tedious to those not inured to his academic 
mannerisms. Such writers as Brunner should take 
to heart a note of warning offered by Augustine 
Birrell. Said Birrell: “Authors ought not to be 
above being reminded that it is their first duty to 
write agreeably. Every author, be he grave or gay, 
should try to make his book as ingratiating as pos- 
sible. Nobody is under any obligation to read any 
other man’s book.” 


The Divine Imperative is a study in Christian 
Ethics, written by the well-known Professor of 
Theology in Zurich. The question, “What ought we 
to do?” is seriously considered. Brunner observes: 
“None can evade it who wish to enter the sanc- 
tuary.” We are told that it is necessary for Chris- 
tendom to be continually considering this question 
and seek to give a clean answer to it. Brunner calls 
his book a “Protestant Ethic” in order to distin- 
guish it from the Authoritarian ethic of the Roman 
Catholic Church. He envisions his ethical pro- 
nouncements as penultimate and preparatory rather 
than ultimate and decisive. He believes that though 
the moralist cannot be a specialist in all fields of 
human relationships, there lurks the peril of dilet- 
tantism in such a work. Yet he refuses the course 
of unnatural isolation as this would be an un- 
fruitful procedure to adopt. 


Book I states the problem that Christian ethics 
must face—the problem of Good. He declares that 
the Christian message is a Revelation of the Good. 
Definitions and general conceptions of ethics do not 
melude the Christian ethic. Brunner points out that 
m the Christian view, that alone is “Good” which 
is free from all caprice, which takes place in un- 
conditional obedience. There is no Good save obe- 
lent behaviour, save the obedient will ... The 
Good consists in always doing what God wills at 
any particular moment. 


a elaborates upon “The Divine Command.” 
pecial attention is given here to the will of God 
> Ag basis — o norm of the Good, the new 
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Book III discusses “The Orders” under six sec- 
tions, namely: “The Individual, The Community, 
and the Order of Society,’ “The Community Life: 
Marriage and the Family,” “The Community of 
Labour,” “The Community of the People and of 
Law,” “The Community of Culture,” and “The 
Community of Faith.” The last section deals with 
the nature of the Church and its functions. 


In each chapter of this volume we observe the 
dialectical principles in operation. Orthodox theo- 
logians will find certain parts of this book helpful, 
and other portions out of harmony with the pre- 
suppositions of the old metaphysic. The direct reve- 
lation of a system of ethics Brunner speaks of as 
“‘Legalism,” which he affirms is the death of mor- 
ality. (Page 122). 


Van Til is correct in his judgment that “there is 
no imperative voice in Dialecticism. The imperative 
is reduced to the indicative.” This conclusion seems 
inescapable in “The Divine Imperative.” 


This volume should be welcomed by all who are 
seeking more light upon the outstanding issues in 
contemporary life. It should be read with a dis- 
criminating mind to separate the wheat from the 
chaff. Although one will find little in this book that 
is exciting, it should serve as a guide for discussion 
in wide-awake adult groups. 

—John R. Richardson. 





THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF GOD 
AND THE WORLD 


By James Orr, D.D. Published by Wm. B. Eerd- 
man’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $3.50. 


Dr. Orr gave the best that he had to combat 
the growing tendency “to wholesale surrender of 
vital aspects of Christian doctrine at the shrine of 
what is regarded as ‘the modern view of the 
world.’ ” With distinguished success he maintained 
the Christian view of the world and refused to 
compromise with the “modern view.” Most of Dr. 
Orr’s works were in the field of apologetics, and 
this book belongs to this category. He dedicated 
his remarkable erudition to the defence of evan- 
gelical Christianity. 


This volume consists of a series of lectures deal- 
ing with the Christian view of God and His World, 
especially as it centers in the Incarnation of Christ. 
Each lecture is characterized by a fine sense of 
balance and expressed with unusual clarity. More 
theological works would be read if the writers 
sought to write as attractively as Dr. Orr. 


The present reviewer read this book nearly a 
quarter of a century ago, and has referred to it 
many times since. It is as refreshing today as it 
was then. Since the former edition was loaned to 
a brother minister who forgot to return it, we are 
delighted to have this work in our _ possession 
again. It should occupy a prominent place upon 
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GET AN ANNU. 


It may mean long life 
for you — It will mean 
new life for others! 


The peace of mind which 
comes from a regular in- 
come and provision for the 
future may add years to 
your life. Figures prove 
that owners of annuities 
are longer lived than the 
average person. 

As a holder of an Annu- 
ity Agreement of the Ame- 
rican Bible Society you re- 
ceive a check at stated in- 

; tervals, regardless of dis- 
turbing world conditions. Such checks have never 
failed, though they have been issued regularly for 
more than 100 years. You enjoy protection in old 
age through a steady income. You enjoy also the 
permanent satisfaction of taking part in the essen- 
tial work of making the Bible more widely avail- 
able throughout the world. 


Let us send you “A Gift That Lives,” a 
little booklet that explains the plan and | 4" 


how you may enjoy its two-fold advan- West 
tages—plus certain tax exemptions. . 
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| American Bible Society, 
450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 


C1) Please send me without obligation your book- 
| let PJ-6 entitled “‘A Gift That Lives.” 


| () I enclose $_______for the world-wide dis- 
| tribution of the Scriptures. 


Name 





Denomination... 
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every growing Christian’s book table. It has stood 
the test of time, and is once more made available 
to invigorate the theological atmosphere of our 
Church. —John R. Richardson. 


—_—_@——— 


Be Patient 


Be patient. and long-suffering toward sinners. 
Such is the value of one soul that it is worth 
waiting all your days to save it ... The Lord 
waits with patience upon sinners, and well may 
you. Consider your-selves how long God was 
treating with you ere you were won to Him. Be 
not discouraged if your success presently answer 
not your expectation. —Flavel. 





Introduce your friends to The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal. Write for free sample copies. 
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